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TH 5 Deſign 0 7 7 ln Pete mot be- 

_ ving' been erfectly under ſtood by 
fome as I Sud wi, 7 all briefiy lay before 
the Reader my lutentiom in the prints pat 
Thins: I have here remark'd, and tben give 
bim my Reaſoiis why I think a larger and 

more elaborate Work upon this Subje® was 
pies, 7 or at leaſt, as Matters ſtand a pre: 
impradticable. that 32 
150 the Author of A plain Account of 
the Nature and End of tha Sacrament ha 
in a great Part of his. Book contended that 
habitaal Sluners, nay, that the ſcandaloufy 
and notoriouſly immoral in the habitual an 
en Conduct of their Lives, if profeſs'd Chri-. 
tans, may be worthy 4 rf of the holy 
Supper; . Ny if they ſincerely believe in Chri Fi 
and receive 9 ing to the Form preſerib'd 
in the Church of England, it is next to im- 
pofible they ſhould eat and drink unworthily, 
- fo that 1 jo the Words pronounc'd by the 
a at the delivering of the Elements, 
. "3 Inu 
ne 8. of thi Bi, * . 
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. ooo nes A REST 
aud come with Servwuſueſs ; yet has he, as J 
baus fully ſhewn, dropt here and there ſome 
Bxyrefſuons which make it abfolutely neceſſary 
30'@ Þerſoff's whrithy reteivint that he come 
ub a Diſpoſttiontowards Amendment, and 
4 Reſolution to amend; nay further, that be 
dome with an honeſt Reſolution of doing, the 
Vi of God fot the future; ii e. as T take it, 
be muſt for ſome time have left off the ra- 
Bice of his Sins, that he may have.a juſtifiable. 
: Reaſon to conclude that his Repentance 15 real, 
and bis 77 of Amendment ſincere, My 
: ' "Intention in this Part is a Call upon the Au- 
zor to tell us which of theſe three Things is 
rs ng + Whether that all 9 
Us 


= Believe Yeſus Chriſt. to be their King and 
Jace, be their Lives never. ſo contrary to 


F #heir Faith, never ſo wicked and abominable, 
ang te come to the. holy Communion, ſa they 
ome with a ſerious Remembrance of Chriſt f 
| . they ought to ſlay away, unleſs 
FE - they come with a Reſolution to amend for the 
- future f Or. whether they ought not to come 
ill they have good reaſon to believe that they 
have brought themſelves to an honeſt Reſolu- 
tion of doing the Will of Chriſt? If be wrote 
hi Look with a Deſign it out | be under- 
Hood, it is but a modeſt Requeſt to-ask his 
Meaning, nor can Fe be angry with his Rea- 
. ders for expecting and demanding it; the leſs 
Jo, becauſe he ſays, p. 2. I ſhall endeavour to 
jay down what I have to /ay in ſo plain and 
25 Lib, 
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e intelligiblè a manner, that every Chriftiatt 
S cupable of thinking at all upon this Su bie, 
may be able immediately to fee vubet ber it 
condeys to bim the true Not iont of this 
Duty left us hy Chrift and bis Apaſiles'or 
4 not.” 1 tf: the laſt of. the three Mings men- 
tion d ſhould be his Meaning, Ishin be dun- 
not do eſs, in Juſtice to * than give 4 
reaſonable: Account. why be bas ꝛurote hir 
Book, in ſuch a manner, that very many,” I 
may ſay moſi of his Readers whom T have cn. 
vers d with,. take the frft:to be his Meaning. 
If the ſecond. be his Meaning, that à vitious 
Liver's coming \with à bare Reſolution to: d. 
mend is ſufficient, I think it aug ht to be ſup= 
| ported: with. good, Arguments; and as tothe 
firſt, it i5:fo horridiy impious, that I-would 
have. no one whatever impute it to him 
« There is exactly the ſamt Lucertainty ag to 
the Author's Meaning concerning the: Selſe 
Examination previouſly neceſurq to a Peifen's 
Receiving 17255 TEE 5 in wa, have 
(aid upon this Subject, is to draw forth: à f 
4 planation, whether fincere Believers, rs 
are very. wicked in the. habitual, Cunduct 
their Lives, have need of any \previous Self 
Examination at all when they Receive accords 
ing to the Uſage of the Church. of. England; 
ſo as they reſolve to at tend to what the Mi- 
naiſter ſays in delivering the Elements, and 
to behave with Seriouſneſs; or whether they 


ought fa. far to enquire into their. preſent 
11 Te mpe * ? p 


t u t ob- rhas be has; for pi 103i be 
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Lemper, as fully 2 rirfy themſelves that they $ 
chime" pe. 2 a'\Reſokurion' to amend their | 
Lives; or whether they ought not to proceetl 
yeh further, and ſo far lool into their paſt 
Cundalt, as to be able to judge upon reaſonable = 
Grounds that they come with an nowesrT Rev 
ſolution to yield univerſal Obedience to 
_ Chiift's Will for the future. I am very ſor- 
ry be has given the leaft occafion' to" any tore» = 


prefentthe- fir jt of theſe as his Meaning , but 


ter having thas ſhewn from expreſs 

| © Horde of the New Te — ek 
_ ©. cellary-zowards a due Pet m—_ this 
 $\veligious Duty, and conſequently what is 
not Jo, we may the better proceed to ſome 
other Obſervations upon the ſame Subjef.” 
| Have. we not hs gun Word for it hers, ſay 
they wbo i this Opinion to him, that he 
bas" already ſberm all that is neceſſary o- 
wards a dae Perf nee of this Duty? But 
wot one wurd ig therein the whole foregoing 
232 of the Nereſſity of a Sinner's taking 
's Reſolation to amend before be come to 
Dis Ordinance, much leſs of the Neceſſity of 
ing” himſelf to an honeſt Reſolution. of 
— "hr Will of Chrift for the future. But 
in un iner tu this, I urge, that about 40 _ : 
ges after, when he is treating of the B 
of Receiving , he has this Expreſſion - © p 
Diſpo ofition towards Amendment, a R eſo- 


« RE to amend, are virtually . in 
n © 0ur 


PREFACE 


c guy profeſſing ourſelves Chriftians, and 
* J Ze our 794 and Maſter 
* at his Table.” 191 98 canvinces me that + 
the firſt cannot be his Meqning, becauſe he had 
| before ſufficiently declar'd that Perſons by 
receiving this Ordinance publickly acknowledge: 
Chriſt to be their Maſter, and tbemſeluss to 
be his Diſciples. About 20 Pages after this 
he afſerts further, that our Receiving im- 
« plies in it an honeſt Reſolution of daing the 
„Mill of God,” which I 3hjnk as fully proves 
that the third, and the third only, can be hit 
Meaning. To believe this, they ſay, requires 
the higheſt degree of Credulity. For if. this 
mere bis Meaning, to what purpoſe are thoſe 
labour d Sentences wherein he has laid it dowa 
in ſo plain and intelligible a manner, that 
every Chriſtian capable of thinking at all 
upon this Subject, may be able immediate 
ly to ſee that habitual Sinners, and the can 
Jalouſh and notoriouſly immoral in the babi- 
Fual and open Condutt of their Lives, may, at- 
cording to him, receive the. boly Supper in's 
worthy" manter © To what, purpoſe "theo 
Pages ſpent to rag habitual Sinners to 
come to this Sacrament | NE 
Another very neceſſary thing that bis Rea» 
ders ſbould be eee wack. aud which for 
That reaſon I have defired him to explain, ts, 
how far the Promiſe of Chriffs being in the 
midſt of us, relates to us Chriſtians of later 
Ages! and whether ſuch who partake of ho 
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DN Communion in a worthy manner , Bave . 


alle reaſon to expect the Affifpance.. 
Di; _ And the, Reader will find in the 
Margin the Places referr'd to, which contain 
e Ground; T have for asking an Explanation 
Jon Theſe important Heads «k 


- 


ay "In what is [aid concerning the Communion's 
Being the renewing of our Covenant, and 4 
Beal,” T have fully ſhewn how little reaſon he 
Bas to depart from the common ways 0 5 
Ing, ana how intonfiſtent he is with himſelf 
i ſo doing. Ea eee eee 
unt regard to theſe things chiefly 
or far the greateſt Part of your Book is; iy 
the writing it was entirely needleſs. Fo, 
if be interprets Himel, ſe, as to. agree wit 
The generaitty of our belt Writers upon the 
Foregcing Heads, to what purpoſe are fo' many. 
© Pages multiply'd upon things that have been 
eis before by others in à much fuller, eafjer, 
and more 5 —_—_ 


A 


inn the Second Part of this little Piece I 
baue laid before him the Reaſons which pre- 
Vail with me to believe that he has given 7 8 
feveral principal Articles of our moſt bol, 
Faith; to the end that either he may ſhew 2 . 
bas not departed from the common Faith in 
T 35mdke 
V+ Rem. p. 27, Ce. 
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any of thoſe Topicks, or may fairly b. * 
ſupport his peculiar Tenets, . 

Many Perſons I perceive expect ſame Lets 
and more elaborate Performance in anſwer to 
this. plain Account of the Sacrament; but 
from what. has been already ſaid, I think it 
muſt ſufficiently appear that ſuch an Anſwer. 

- is a yet necdle 25 or at leaſi impracticuble; 
for till the Author: ſhall be pleas'd to aſcertain 
his Meaning, to uu. bes purpoſe is it to multiply. 
Arguments? Should any one of thoſe Means, 
- ings which. appear exceptionable be fix'd upom _ 
and labotioufly confuted, and he ſhould 8 
wards deny it to have been his, he may juſtiy 
tell us that e have dreſed up « Puppet of+ 
our mm and then fought againſt it. In like» 
manner, as to thoſe Articles of Faith whichy. 
he ſeems: to have dropt, ſhould he again reſume 
them, and publiſh to the World that his In- 
tention was miſtaken, that he 1s a real Belie- 
ver in thgſe Articles, having of ten-ſubſcribid: 
to the Truth of them, how muſt an Adverſary 
look that had ſpent much Time and Pains in 
battering and overthrowing his ſuppoſed Er- 
rors? Had be indeed openly avow'd the Opi- 
nions which from this Book be has given us 
but too much ground to ſuſpect he entertains, 
and endeavour'd to ſupport them with new 
Arguments, or old Arguments put in a new 
Light, Reaſon would that he ſhould in all 
— Points have been particularly and di- 
ue anſwer'd ; but fine the Truth of the - 


Caſe 
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bs; Phat be has only bid arewel $0 ſeve. 
2 the moſt important 9 of a 
ity, without vouchſafing to inform us of 
the Reaſons that hade induc d him to this, I 
. 1 than i call 6 
1 to Reoſons before the 
— 2 Beſides, — aca, 12 fo many ex- 
_ + cellent Books wrote in Defence of the ſeveral 
Amiles he bas dropt, that it 1s my Opinion 
Merle or nothing can be added to what has 
Deen already ſaid. And _ — —ů— 
Reader might not be wholly 10%, I heve 
quoted various 2 e f ap 2 late Dr. 
Qlarke, 8 ſome of thoſe Dofrives are 
nor only fully afſerted 2Jo Jupportes 
weighty Ar bob from enn 


Srnpure, 
* ali only add, that ſtould: any one Ang 
tend to . this Author's Meaning but 


himſelf, there may 1 
— 17 LY his POE: or og. 8 
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A LETTER to the Author of a 

Book,  Entituled, I Plain Ac 

Count of the Nature and End of the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 


Fs you have not thought fit that 
9 Ez your Name ſhould be prefix'd to 
4 7 your Work, you will pardon 
Mort me that I treat you not with that 
{ Diſtinction which your Character 
: and Station in the World may 

and. Univerſal Fame, it's true, 


C- but certainly it would be the higheſt 
Preſumption in me to impute that to his 
L——pin Print, which he has not been pleas'd to 
own in the ſame publick Manner. Beſides, as Fame 
is often found a Liar, it would be a Pleaſure to 
me to find it is ſo in the preſent Cafe. For I 
can by no means bring myſelf to think that this 
is a Work equal to the Perſon to whom it is 


given by the Publick. And indeed, his ſacred 
| a. :.- and 


/ 


4 5 , - 3 III o wm 4 * - 'Y . ” : \ _ * Y * * | : 9 * 4 9 
r * : | 44 | 
" K Ef 
8 2 * = ** ” 
1 ae; ; 4 7 
=. 6 2 * 
1 * 
- 
= 


mo alte Function forbids me to 10 into this 

pinion; till it be proved by ſome Argument 
(3 deceitful, and which cannot be withſtood 
For, according to the beſt Judgment I am able 
to make, it ought to have come from any other 
Hand, 45 © chan that of a l of he 
To guard a gain / Superſtition, Sir, is your 6 
feſſed Aim“; but, if I am not miſtaken, you 
\ have ſtruck at the very Vitals of our Holy Re- 
ligion. And if I have any Knowledge of the 
World, the Unbelievers, againſt whoſe chief At- 
tempts you may poſlibly have deſign'd (and in 
Charity I am bound to believe that you did de- 
ſign) that your Book ſhould be a good Preſer- 
vative, are the Perſons who find their Account 
in it, and rejoice the moſt to ſee it publiſhed. 
The ſofteſt and beſt Thing I can ſay of far the 
greateſt Part of it, is, that the writing it —.— | 


„ 3 


ö 
| 
| 
| 


which induce me to think that you have given 
up ſeveral of the ae Articles * our Neli- 
On. . 5 4 4. 
1 The more I conſider the Subject, n your 
Manner of treating it, the more fully am I per- 
ſuaded that you might very well have ſpared 
yourſelf this Pains, You fpend —_— Pages to 
fix St. Paul's preciſe Senſe of unworthy Recerving, 
and of his Direct ion to the Corinthians to examine 
themſelves. You ſay The End for which our 
Lord inſtituted this Duty, was the Remem- 
"0 " We of himſelf, p. BY ug there - 
; e 
9 rer . l. * 


— * 
5 . 
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5 5 
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& fore in a ſetious and religious genſe of his Res. 


lation to Chriſt, as his Diſciple, performs 


<« theſe Actions of eating Bread and drinking 
Wine in Remembrance of Chriſt, as of a Per- 
<< ſon-corporally abſent from his Diſciples, at 
& certainly performs them agreeably to the End 
of the Inſtitution declared by Chriſt himſelf 
„ and his immediate Diſciples, # 29, The 
Examination mentioned by St. Paul, as re- 
„ garding the Lord's Supper, is, ſtrictly ſpeak- 
„ ing, a Chriſtian's Examination of his o.] n 
Heart and Diſpoſition, by the Inſtitution of this 
holy Rite, in order to aſſure himſelf that he 
* comes to the Lord's Supper, and will behave 

„ himſelf at it, nat as at a common Meal, or an 

ordinary Eating and Drinking, but as a par- 
«* ticular Rite appointed by Chriſt ; viz. that he 
<< comes to it, in osder to eat this Bread and 

drink this Wine in 4 /erious and religious Re- 
<< membrance of him and his Death, p. 71. It is 
„evident that the whole Affair of eating and 
drinking unworthily, in St. Paul's Senſe, is 
* confined to the Frame of our Minds, and our 
„Behaviour at tbe very Time of our Perſorm- 
« ance of this religious Duty. Had not ſome: 
among the Corinthians been guilty of great 
and criminal Indecencies, at ihe very Time of 
« the Celebration, we had not heard of the 
Crime and Danger of eating and drinking 
* unworthily. And now we do read of it in 
St. Paul, we ſee it plainly to be their eating 
& . this Bread and drinking this Cup with a Be- 
* haviour and Diſpoſitions utterly unſuitable to 
the End of the Inſtitution; which was the ſe- 
s rious and religious Remembrance of Chriſt ; and 
* in ſuch a manner as plainly: ſhewed that the 
„ Bread and Wine ordained for the Remem- 
Th Wy * - brance 
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and Maſter, in the Way appo 


2 


=" = ay 
&-brance of our Lord's Body and Blood in this 
«Rite, were not thought of by them ſo as ro 
be diſcerned (ur diſferencad as the Word fig- 
46 hifies )" from Bread and Vine taken at a com- 
& on — p. 76, 77. A proſeſſed Chriſtian; 
6&7 'blameable in ſome Parts of the 
&s Condat his Life, yet coming to the 
Lord's Table with a ſcrious Frame of Mind, . 
and on purpoſe to remember Chriſt as his Lord 
inted by him- 
& ſelf; and actually partaking of the Lord's 
Supper, wich that religious Remembrance 
e which is ſuitable to it: Such a one, I fay, 
* cannot juſtly be ſaid to do this particular A- 


Con in an improper Way, or to eat this 
Bread and drink this Wine #nworthi 


that 8, 
„E unſuitably to the Deſign of the Inſtitution ; 


though he may, in other Reſpects, have be- 


< haved. himſelf awnworthily or unſuitably to ſo 
* * holy a Religion, p. 81, 82. No Chriſtian 
„ who eats and drinks at the Lord's Supper 
<4: with a ſincere and ſenious Remembrance of Chriſt, 
* as his Lord and Maſter, can be ſaid to eat 
and drink unworthily, in St. Paul's Senſe; 
© gr unſuitably to the End of this Rite. Nor 
can he be faid to eat or drink his own Condem- 
nation; becauſe he does truly diſcern the 


Lord's Body by remembring it in the moſt ſori- 


* ous Manner. He has therefore performed this 


one Duty in a proper Manner. But if he be 
5 ky ck ful habitual Sinner in any one Inſtance, 

will to certainly be - condemned : Not 
4 ſor receiving the Sacrament unworthily ; 
*© (which he does not appear to have done) but 


for the Diſobedience of his Life in thoſe Points 


& which are indiſpen 


ow neceſſary to Salvati- 


on, 2. 87, 88.“ | id the whole — 


— 


LN 
your ä four Pages together pre- 


ho ty: this, is to encourage habitual Sinners to 
come to the Sacrament. In the next Pages you 
proceed to tell us, that << profeſſed Chriſtians: 
«© who were ſcandalouſly and no 

664 r their Lives, and 
4% continued 10 ace upon theit' 
* Holy Religion, do 42 appear to have been ex- 
« cluded the Communion in the firſt Ages, from 
any Thing peculiar to be Lard's Supper; nor 
«© from any that ſuch Perſons could 
not poſſibly come to it with g Diſpoſttions, 

* and eat and drink in ſuch a manner as not to 
fall under St. Paul's Denunciations.“ So that 
even theſe Perſons alſo, vile as they ate repreſent- 
ed, might eat and drink in St. Paul's 
Senſe of the Words. You fay alſo, p. 91. 
+. That in our Church; "the Miniſter ait in 
© calling upon every Perſon to eat che Bread in 
% Remembrance of Chriſt's Bad) broken and de- 
5 prived of Liſe; and to drink che Wine in Re- 
„ membrance of Chriſt's Blood ſhed; guards this 


0 Rite almoſt a the wy ear td of ann any ferious 
* Chriſtian's eating or dri buly or un- 
* ſuitably to/the Eid of it.” + er his u 5 


—— confin'd by you as iris, p. 92. fo ſe- 
rious Chriſtia — 4 fincerely believe in 3 
Maſter and Jubge { cannot ſee; unleſs you 
poſe that the' habirually Wicked may beter 

g — For che Reaton you give er- 
tainly holds „with re "ow the babi- 
fual — nay, the ſea fly and notoriouſly 
- Immoral, upon the ſame two Conditions which 
are here fer down by you, that is, in caſe they 
bear the Words ( nced by the Miniſter at 
his delivering the Elements ) and come with Seri. 
eg, * is a Thing you have already ſup- 
poſed 
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immoral in ; 
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L Judge, 


2 nion in Remembrance of Chriſt as his Maſter - 
% 11 he ſill goes on in his Sin; the babitual- 


5 r 1 
these Perſoris may do- And the plain 
ruth is, you have fully declar'd that the habi- 
tually Wicked may be thoſe ſeriaus Chriſtians, 
who ſincerely Hoya in Chriſt: as their \ Maſter and 
pag. 84 and 85. A Perſon who is a 
of Proms and partakes of the Commu-- 


©, Wickedneſs of his bis Life, and his own wilful- 
Neglect to reform and amend it, is the moſt- | 
4 certain and; unavoidable Condemnation pro- 
nounc'd. againſt; him by that very Saviour 
4, whom he commemorates in this Rite And 
Wes little after: There ate, we may ſup-- 
, Perſons 3 convinced of the Truth 


+ ' of the Chriſtian R 6 7 and therefore real 


Vi vers in Jeſus as ſent into the World 
| God who yet do not in the Courſe of their 
4 Lies regulate their Practice by his Precepts. 
In this their Faith, or yielding their Aſſent to 
che convincing ene of Chriſt's Miſſion,” 

& they. act a good Part, and à Part acceptable 


0 God. "Bur by the habitual Diſobedience of 
<<. their Lives, 4 forfeit all Title to his Fa- 


% your, and will be condemned at the laſt Day.“ 


| x he whole Drift of this, as I take it, is defeated- 


by what you ſay, p. 80. To explain this Matter. 


* a. little farther, I do not confine: the Guilt of 5 
ee eating and drinking unworthily to the ſtrict 


Imitation of the Corintbhian Sinners, BEI 2 
particular [Inſtance of their Indecency ; 


is think-it. ought. 10 be. extended 10 all 2 


e which the Apoſtles Argument drawn from the 1 


| 4s ftitution- itſelf by parity of Reaſon can reach. 


6 Whatever Temper or Behaviour at the time. 
Hof eating and drinking is utterly 2 to. 


2» TR -Defen of the Duty, Ee" in its degree come 


* yoaer 


a 


6 
* under the Cenſure of this Paſſage.” Had 
you condeſcended, Sir, to have given us a few 
ſtances of this Kind, you muſt, 1 think, have 


teen how little Neceſſity there was for a great 
Part of what you have here publiſhed. 


Should a Perſon come to the holy Supper with this 


View only, that all his old Scores might be wiped 
out, and he might begin to ſin upon anew Account, 
. as it's poſſible ſome have done ; I make no doubt 


but you would determine that ſuch a one received 


unworthily, notwithſtanding his ſencere and ſerious 
Remembrance of Feſus Chriſt at the time of eating 
and drinking. Should a Man'who is not yet come 
toa fixed Reſolution to part with all his Sins, and 
lead a Life univerſally holy, a Man who is ſen- 
ſible that there is one particular Sin which he 
cannot prevail with himſelf to abandon, partake 
of the holy Communion z can ſuch a one be ſaid 
to receive wortbily, although at the time be ſincere- 
ly and ſeriouſly remembers Jeſus Chriſt ? Remem- 
ber, Sir, that you have ſaid, © that the Per- 
** formance of this Rite is the Profeſſion of our 
© Relation to Chriſt,” and, ©* is the publick ac- 
„ Eknowledging him to be our Maſter, and our- 
„ ſelves to be his Diſciples; and implies a Re- 
„ lution to amend,” p. 145. Does not this Per- 
ſon give himſelf the Lye, in profeſſing himſelf 
the Servant and Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt? Does he 
not at the ſame time know and feel, that he is the 
Servant of Sin? And can any one who makes a 
lying, diſſembling, hypocritical Profeſſion, of 
his being Chriſt's Diſciple, be called a worthy 
Receiver? I believe you will not ſay it. I am 
ſure, if you'll ſtick by your own Rule juſt now 
quoted, you cannot. I take it for granted that 
the Caſe you have put, 3 88, which I have = 

| ars 


® Page 116. | Page 58. 
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fore mention'd,, and which I ſhall again preſently 


_ recite, was not deſign'd by you to come up to 


this. And that which confirms me herein, is, 
that you haveexprelly ſaid, ©* A Diſpoſition to- 
« wards Amendment, « Reſolution to amend, 


are virtually implied in our remembring Chtift 
at his Table.“ And again, This Duty 


10 implies in it an honeſt Reſolution of doing his 


Will. Which Expreſſions of yours, by the 
Vay, in a great meaſure unſay what you have 


been aſſerting in the former Part of your Book; 
and give us to underſtand, that none of your ha- 


bitual Sinners, none amongſt the /candalouſly and 


Hotariouſly immoral; who continue to bring a Diſ- 
grace upon their Profeſſion, can partake of this 
Ordinance in a 4oriby Manner, unleſs: they come 


with an boneſt Reſolution to abandon their vicious 


Habits. How very many are hereby cut off? 
But why was this conceal'd ſo long from your 


| Reader? Why was it not mention'd: under the 


Head of unworthy Receiving? Why was it not 
fairly told to the /candalouſly and hotorioufly immo- 
ral, when you were ſpeaking of them, or to the 
habitual Sinners, when you were encouraging 


them to ceme to the holy Communion ? Why 
was it deferred for ſo many Pages, till you pro- 


geed to explain the Communion Service, ſpeak 


of the Benefits of partaking, and againſt the 
Phraſe reneting the Covenant ? . 
Shou'd a Man be conſcious to himſelf, that he 


has injur'd his Chriſtian Brother, and is unwilling 


to make him the Reſtitution he is able; ſhould 


any one bear a grudge againſt his Brother, from 
ſome real or ſuppoſed Offence, and altho' For- 


giveneſs has been aſk'd, or Reſtitution offer*d by 
the Party concern'd, he cannot find in his Heart 


6K | to 
Page 145. X | Page 166. ; 
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to be recbnciled ; ſhould a Perſon have receiv'd an 
Injury great or ſmall, and feel his Heart dictating 
enge, and cannot bring himſelf to a Willing- 
neſs freely to forgive the Wrong done him; it's 
very evident from the foregoing Rule you have 
laid down, that if theſe Perſons partake of the 
holy Communion they receive unworthily. © Their 
Temper at the Time of eating and drinking is utterly 
unſuitable to the Deſign of the Duty, (which is, the 
fling and cultivating a hearty Friendſhip 
with all Chriſtians, as being Members of the 
ſame Body) you immediately add, and muſt 
in its Degree rome under the Cenſure of this Paſſage, 
8. e. of St. Paul, 1 Cor: xi. 1am afraid you have 
not here expreſs'd yourſelf with the greateſt Ac- 
curacy : Utterly unſuitable in my Muid does not 
admit of Degrees. If the Reaſon of St. Paul's 
 Cenſure was, becauſe the Temper of the Corinthi- 
ans, at the time of their celebrating the holy 
Supper, was utterly imſuitable to the Deſign of 
the Daty, and the Temper of the Perſons I have 
inſtanced in, or of any others that you yourſelf 
can give Inſtances of, be alſo utterly unſuitable at 
the Time of their partaking, ſurely they fall under 
the ſame Cenſure, the whole Cenſure in its utmoſt 

ree. - Ke 
The ſeveral Inſtances I have laſt mention'd 
muſt be alſo reckon'd with thoſe who come to the 
holy Supper without an honeſt Reſolution to a- 
mend; which leſſen, I am afraid, the Number 
of the babitual Sinners, the ſcandalouſiy and noto- 
Tiouſly immoral, that according to you are worthy 
Receivers, not a little: But of theſe, I think, 
= have made no particular Mention in your 

Vork. Lou have indeed ſaid, That a Man 

* ought to come with Diſpo/itions ſuitable to the 
* Deſign of this holy Rite,“ p. 75. and in _ 
| 3 er 
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r 
ther Place, That if he wou'd come to good 
«© Purpoſe, he muſt come with ſuch Diſpo/ations 
* of Mind as become Chriſtians,” which you 
there tell us in the general are, a due Senſe of 
* our paſt Sins, a Reſolution of behaving our 
* ſelves as Chriſt's Diſciples, with a true Faith 
e in him, as ſent into the World by God,“ 

P. 110. But might we not moſt reaſonably have 
expected in a Book ſo large as this, a more par- 
ticular Account, what the Diſpoſitions becom- 
ing Chriſtians are? And whether a Perſon who 
does not forſake his vicious Habits, may be ſaid 
to entertain a due Senſe of his paſt Sins, or to have 
thoſe other Di/po/itions of Mind which become 
Chriſtians? And if the Diſpaſitions ſuitable to the 
Deſign of this holy Rite, do not include the 
 Diſpoſitions of Mind becoming Chriſtians, as one 
wou'd think from the principal Drift of this 
Work you mean they do not, ought we not to 
have had a very particular and diſtin&t Account 
of the former laid together in one Place, eaſy 
and obvious to every Reader? 

But to proceed one Step further, and conſider 
the Caſe you lay down, p. 87, 88. An habitual 
Sinner, although a profeſſed Chriſtian, eats and 
drinks at the Lord's Supper with a ſincere and ſe- 
rious Remembrance of Chriſt, as his Lord and Ma- 
ſter, but continues ſtill a wilful habitual Sinner af- 
ter his receiving. I ſuppoſe you mean (for the 
Reaſons I have before given) that this Perſon at 
_ the Time be receives has brought himſelf, as he 
thinks, to a firm Reſolution to part with his vi- 
cious Habit, and imagines himſelf very ſincere in 
profeſſing himſelf the Diſciple of Chriſt, and un- 
der all the Qbligations of his Religion. Otherwiſe 
it falls in with the Caſe above-mentioned, and is 
Point-blank againſt your own Rule, It might 


\ 
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look perhaps like ſhewing too great an Inclitas 


tion to differ with you, ſhould I determine abſo⸗ 
lately againſt the Man who thus receives; but 
were I to give ſuch a one my Advice, I am fully 
perſuaded he would do much better to refraig 


from the Communion, till he had in fome Mea- 


ſure broken his evil Habit, * and given himſelf 
proof of the Sincerity of his Reſolution to part 
with it: And if you deſign that as a neceſſary 
indiſpenſable Rule, that a Man muſt come with 
fuch Diſpaſitions of Mind as become Chriſtians, 
I think alſo that l have your Concurrence. But 
fuppoſe this Man, continuing ſtill in his ſinful 
Habic, ſhould go on Month after Month to re- 

ceive the Sacrament, deluding himſelf ev 
Time he partakes, with a fond Belief that his Re- 
ſolution of quitting it is moſt ſincere: Will 
ou pronounce this Man 4 worthy Recerver ? 
ou may ſay of him perhaps now as you did be- 
fore that his Temper at the Time is not unſuitable 
to the End of this Rite: And that he is not guilty 
of the ſame Crime, for which the Corinthians are 
cenſur*d by St. Paul. What then? If he is guil- 
ty of a Crime full as gregt, ought he not to be 
warn'd of it, and deſired either to correct his vi- 
cious Habit, or abſent himſelf from the Commu- 
nion, that he may not go on to provoke God, 
and aggravate his, own Condemnation ? You ac- 
knowledge, Sir, || that receiving the holy Supper, 
is 


* Peccati habitus ante omnia ex uendus eft, antequam dignẽ 
quis Cænæ communicare poſſit. Limborch. Thes/. Chriſt. Lib. 
5- Cap. 73. 

+ Crell. Etb. Chriſt. Lib. 3. Cap. 10. p. 369. At fine po- 
ſtea quidem ita ſe geſſerint, ut illorum poſtulat profeſſio, ni- 
hil obſtat quo minus prorſus indigne acceſſiſſe cenſeantur, & 
ejus rei luant pœnas. S/ichting. in 1 Cor. xi. 28. id 
vero fi pollicitis non ſteterint & priora vitia continuent ? In- 


| digne manducabunt & bibent abſq; dubio. I Pag. 188, 
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is < the proſeſſing out ſelves obliged as thuly af 
% By an Oatb to all the Practices becoming Chri- 
& ſtians.“ I add, chat it certainly includes the 
Nature of a promiſſary Oath or Vow ; that 
there's not the leaſt Circumſtance wanting, which 
is requiſite. to the moſt ſolemn Oath poſſible: 
Tbe Perſon who pa rtakes of this Ordinance does 

in che Preſence of God, and in the Face of the 
Congregation, by the ſolemn Acts of eating bro- 
ken Bread and drinking Wine, which are pre- 
viouſly conſecrated, or ſet apart to repreſent the 


broken Body, and the Blood of Chriſt, according 


to his own divine Inſtitution, profeſs bimſelf the Diſ- 
eiple of Chriſt; and the Servant of the ever living 
God. Is not this tak ing God and the Church towit- 
neſs that he is under all the Ties and the Obligations of 
the Chriſtian Religion? * What more ſolemn Oath 


than this? Is nor this vowing that the Lord ſhall 


be 'his God, that he will obey the Precepts of 


Chriſt, and follow his Example? But how is this 


Vow kept by the Man, who after receiving con- 
tinues ſtill a wilfull babitual Sinner ? Solomon tells 
us ir 5better not to vow, than to vow and not pay. But 


for a Man to go on Month after Month in the 


Breach of ſuch repeated Oaths, in this ſolemn 
Mockery of Almighty God, how great a 
Crime! What Loads of Vengeance is not ſuch a 
ene heaping on himſelf! Let us try this Man 
alſo by the Rule you have laid down, p. 110. 
Can this Man be faid to have a due Senſe of bis 


' paſt Sins, who will not forſake them; who 


Month 


* Every relig'ous Ceremony implies in it the Profeſſion 
of that Religion to which it peculiarly belongs ; and by con- 
ence, the owning themſelves under all the Ties and Obli- 
gations of that particular Religion. And in this Senſe receiving 
Sacrament, is the virtual owning our ſelves 
by this Action, under all the Obligations belonging to that 
Religion, p. 189. 


4 
5 5 1. 
15 Eid 


Month aſter Month profeſies the ſincereſt Reths 


lution to amend, yet wilfully continues in them 
Such a one, you can hardly ſuppoſe, is very 
deeply affected with the Evil of Sin in general, 
and of his own Sins in particular, or has the 


juſteſt Apprehenſions of God's impending Wrath. 


And whatever are his ſinful Habits, muſt they 
not be directly oppoſite to ſuch Diſpaſitions of 
Mind as become Chriſtians? Be it @bvetouſneſs, 
Uncleanneſs, Drunkenneſs, Envy, Wrath, Ma- 


lice, that he is guilty of, be it the habitual neglect 


of charitable Works, or of relative Duties, will 
you ſay that theſe any of them denote ſuch Diſ- 
poſitions of Mind as become Chriſtians ? While 


a Man then continues under the Power of ſuch 


Habits, how does he come up to your Rule? 
Let us try him again by what you ſay, p. 166. 
He that by ſad Experience has found his Heart 
fo often deceive him, that his beſt Reſolutions 
like a Thread of ſcorched Tow have conſtantly 
given way at the Approach of the firſt Tempta- 
tion, and that notwithſtanding; all his repeated 
Promiſes and Vows, he continues ſtill the ſame ha- 
bitual Sinner he was, has he any the leaſt Reaſon 


to conclude on every firſt Sunday in the Month, 


that his Purpoſes of Repentance are ſincere? Has 
he not all the Reaſon in the World to /uſpefZ the 
contrary? Can ſuch a one then be ſaid to come 
to the holy Supper, with an bhoneſt Reſolution to 
amend? And if he does not, you your ſelf have 


determined, that his Temper at the Time of 


eating and drinking is utterly unſuitable to the 
deſign of the Duty. Give me leave ſurther to 
ſay, that if this Man's habitual Sin be open and 


ſcandalous, although he ſhould not be deemed 


an unworthy Receiver in the preciſe Senſe of St. 
Paul's Context, 1 Cor. xi. he certainly is ſo ac- 
2 3 


6 
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cording to St. Paul's preciſe Meaning, 1 Cor, 
who there gives expreſs Order for the exelu- 
ſuch all Chriſtian Society. 
I the ſeveral Caſes above-mentioned are to be 
Aetertdinedin-the-manner I have done, it's very 
evident that the previous Examination which it's 
neceſſary every Man ſhould make of his Heart 
and Life, muſt be carried further than what you 
wilt allow te be contained in the ſtri&t Senſe of 
St! Paul's Exhortation to the Corinthians. Andto 
fay the Truth, you yourſelf extend it ſo“ as to 
equal the Rule of yours before quoted, i. e. that 
every one ought to examine himſelf whether be 
comes to this boly Rite with Diſpoſitions and a Be- 
baviour ſuitable to the Deſign of it. You more ful- 
Jy expreſs yourſelf in explaining the Exhortation 
in the Communion Service, unleſs you mean not 
to extend this as a neceſſary Qualification for all, 
of which I have before ſhewn ſome doubt. f? If 
we come to it with ſuch Diſpoſitions of Mind as 
\ **" become Chriſtians, and are agreeable to this 
55 Infticution ; ; particularly, 'with a due Senſe 
of our paſt Sins, and a Reſolution of behaving 
our ſelves as Chriſt's Diſciples, and with a 
true Faith (or Belief) in him as ſent into the 
— World by God, we ſhall then with theſe Diſ- 

, poſitions of Mind come to good purpoſe.“ 

It is then plainly neceſſary, that a Man ſhould be- 
fore he receives, ſatisfy himſelf with what View 
he comes to the holy Sacrament z whether 
the End he propoſes be agreeable to the Deſign of 
zbe Inſtitution ; *-what are the Diſpoſitions of bis 
Mind, whether ſuch as become à Chriſtian, or 
not; particularly, whether he is fully deter- 
mined to part with all his finful Habits; whe- 


ther he is vn and has endeavoured to make 
: all 


1171 
all the Reſtitution he can to every one he has 
injur' d; whether he is deſirous to be reconciled 
to his offending Brother, upon his offering what 
Amends he is able to give; whether he freely 
and from his Heart forgives all that have 
wronged him: Whether he has good Reaſon 
to hope, from the Watchfulneſs and Care of 
his paſt Conduct, that his Intentions and Reſo- 
lutions to forſake every vicious Habit ate ſin- 
cere; or whether by his Continuance in the ſame 
Sins, after repeated Vos to the contrary, he has 
not too much Reaſon to ſuſpect the Treachery 
of his Heart, and to doubt the Truth and Sin- 
cerity of his Purpoſes. In theſe Things muſt a 
Man examine and approve himſelf, or he has not 
the Diſpoſitions of Mind becoming a Chriſtian ; he 
has not the true and genuine Fruits of a lively 
Faith in Chrift. And is there any Writer of 
Note, that ever contended for more than theſe 
Things, as abſalutely neceſſary to a Man's receiv- 
ing the holy Communion? I much queſtion it. 
Theſe alone are the Things inſiſted on by our 
Church in the Invitation ſhe makes to her Mem- 
bers. Te that do truly and earneſtly repent you 
„ your Sins, and are in Love and Charity with 


ce your Neighbours, and intend to lead a new Life, 


following the Commandments of God, and 
* walking from henceforth in his holy Ways; 
* draw near with Faith, and take this holy Sa- 
„ crament to your Comfort; draw near with 
a firm Truſt in God, that he will accept and 

reward your Service. And ſo much as this is 
inſiſted on by the late ingenious Dr. Burnet, Ma- 
ſter of the Charter- Houſe, in his Book de fide £9. 
officits: hominis Chriſtiani, p. 80. where explain 
ing the Chriſtian Doctrine upon this Head, he 
ſays: © In the receiving theſe Symbols of 
Go ”, Vow +* Bread 
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« dnt Wine; we do not only require Re- 
$4 veronce and Piety, but univerſal Charity, and 
ue laying aſicde all Malice. Then alſo. we 
keene che Engagements Wwe made to God in 
8 * dum, and where we find that we have 
* acted contrary to thoſe Engagements, we re- 
5 peneof it, and iſe future Amendment of 
ife and Manners.” If there are no Writers 
(ed! believe they muſt be very few, if any ) who 
inſiſt greater Qualifications than theſe, as 
abſolutely neceſſary to a Man's receiving the holy 
Supper⸗ to what „Sir, was this Part of 
Work? Whom do you oppoſe? Give me 
—— — expoſtulate this Matter freely with you. 
e with all the Authors of Note in this 
al 0 unworthy Receiving, as, I think, I have 
2 — that at leaſt while you were 
writing: ſome Sentences in this Book you did, 
hy do you affect to ſeem to differ from them? 
1 — — do not agree with 
them (as it W e 0 that in many Places 
ſeem widely to differ,“ and it's ſcarce poſſi- 
ble to gather your real Sentiments on this Head) 
Fhave fully proved in the foregoing Pages, that 
m ſuch Caſes wherein you diſſent from them, 
pour Doctrine muſt neceſſarily lead Men to the 
reateſt Abſurdities and — Should any 
vs ſaid that long Preparatjons are for all Per- 
ſons, and at ail times neceſſary, before the parta- 
a of this Ordinance (and excepting this has 
been ſald, I know not whom you oppoſe, ) no 
doubt they are highly blame worthy.” Let cer- - 
rainly ſerious Chriſtian would be glad of 
ſome Time before hand, to fix his Thoughts on 
the Greatneſs of Chriſt's Sufferings, and the a- 
n Benelits of ws _ in woe to beget 
in 
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in his Mind the warmeſt Sentiments of Gratis 
tude to God the Father, for having given us ſo 
ineſtimable a Gift, and to his great Maſters that 
he willingly undertook the Work of our Re- 
demption, and endured ſuch inex preſſible Ago- 
nies in che accompliſhing it; that ſo his Re- 
membrance of Chriſt hen he actually partakes, 
may be accompanied wich a —— for 
all his paſt Sins, with the moſt ardent, Love 
both to the Father and the Son, with the moſt 
earneſt Deſire and the firmeſt Reſolution of uni- 
verſal Obedience for the Time to come. 
T ou ſay, p. 76. Had not ſome among the 
< Corinthians been guilty of great e e 
“ Indecencies at the very time of the Celebra- 
tion, we had not heard of the Crime and Dunger 
of eating and drinking umworthilhy. Cou'd there 
. been no ſuch Crime, no eating and 
drinking utwortbily ; no Danger oonſequent upon 
"'*6 if this Part If St. PauPs s.Epiftle had been 
omitted or Joſt? I think we might eaſily have 
found out the Crimes of this Sort by our awn 
Reaſonings. But this Sentence of yours, com- 
par d wick the farſt Part of your Book, gives 
me a violent Suſpicion, that bad the other Paſ- 
. [Gage in St. Paul (I mean, 1 Cor. x. 16, 27. . The 
— break, is it not 9 
ie Chrift : For. ave being are one 
Bread, ry, or we are all ill Partakers of 
\'#hat one Bread) been omitted, you would have 
made the End of 331 the bare Re- 
membrance of Chriſt. And ſhou'd any Chriſtian 
Writers before you have faid, that this Remem- 
brance included in it the Acknowleds ment of our be- 
ing Members of that, Body, of — be is ibe Head, 
and our Communion with all our Chriſtian Bretbren, 
45 e Members id that * Body; you e 
5 4 C2 ave 
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have called them down to the Words of Inſtitu · 
tion, and told them chat no ſuch Thing cou'd 
be fairly deduced from them; that the m.. 10 
Authority i add to the Words of Chriſt — Free 
Ales upon this Subject:; wor to put any Meaning or 


Interpretation upon theſe Words, but what is agree- 


able to the common Rules of ſpeaking in like * L 


und ia the declared Deſign: of the Inſtitution it ſelf; * 


h now indeed, as you have ſeen el Jos 


| of St. PauPs Epiſtle, you can fay,T This all 


fim, or is included in the primary End of the Inſti- 
tution, the Remembrance of hank. And the 
rtaſon of my Suſpicion is, becauſe you have 
denied other Conſequences, as Juſt, as clear, as 
eaſy to be deduced as this. © | 
— far the Diſſenters will mid themſelves 
oblig d to you, I muſt leave them to tell: But 
it's certain, that if your Sentiments at leaſt in one 
Part of your Book are juſt, the moſt popular Ar- 
£ they make uſec uſe of for the ay ary of the 
Teſt is wreſted from them. It's no tion, 
no Profanation of the Ordinance of the Lord's 


Supper, to admit the vileſt of Mankind to come 


to it; ſo much your Words amount to: Pro- 
ͤfeſſed Chriſtians, who were ſcandalouſly and 


„ notoriouſly immoral in the habitual and 


open Conduct of their Lives —— who con- 
tinued to bring a publick Diſgrace upon their 


holy Proſeſlon, were not in Juſtin Martyr's 


* Age debarr'd the common Worſhip of 


- «© Chriſtians, from any Thing peculiar to the 
Lord's Supper it ſelf; nor from any Opi- 


nion, that ſuch Perſons could not poſſibly 
* come to it with good Diſpoſetions, and eat and 
drink in ſuch a manner, as not to fall under 
66 St. Paul's Denunciations. * This, Sir, & 
tru 


-* Pref. Pig 6. + Pag 58. - [| Fag. 88, 89, 90. 
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wuth, is ſpeaking your own Opinion, not that 
of the holy Fathers. You alſo in the ſame Place 
intimate very plainly, that none can at this Day 
be excluded the Communion amongſt us with- 
out Injuſtice, the Conſequence of which is, that 
the vileſt and moſt Wine muſt be 2 
mitted. 3; £39 r 

Had I the Had your ä 

heat you when you wrote this Part of the Book, 
I ſhou'd have been apt to ask the following 
Queſtions: Whether if the Corinthians had, be- 
fore their receiving the holy Supper, ſpent ſome 
time in Prayer and Meditation, recollecting the 
ultimate End of all poſitive Inſtitutions in gene- 
ral, the Glory of God, and their final Happineſs; 
a leſs remote End, their Holineſs; in order to 
this, the Aptneſs of the Inſtitution as a Mean, and 
the Aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit; thinking 
more particularly on the immediate End of the 
Ordinance they were going then to celebrate, 
the Remembrance of Chriſt's Death, the Cove- 
nant founded thereon, with all the ineſtimable 
Bleſſings contained in it, conſider'd as flowing 
from the infinite Love of God the Father, and the 
moſt aſtoniſhingCondeſcenſion of theSon of God; 
as alſo a teſtifying their Union with Chriſt the 
Head, and their Communion with all Chriſtians 
as being his Members: Had they added to theſe 
Meditations, earneſt Prayers to God, that he 
wou'd aſſiſt them in the Performance of their 
Duty, and enable them to diſcharge it in ſuch a 
manner, as that it might be both acceptable to 
him and beneficial to themſelves, (I fay, if rhe 
Corinthians had ſpent ſome time before their re- 
ceiving in ſuch Exerciſes as theſe, whether) it is 
likely they would have been guilty of the Inde- 
cencies, they are charged with at the time of 

Receiving ? | Whether 


T5] 
| ſuch previous Exerciſes may not in 
| * of the Church 2 
| pureſt Excpodienteo\prevent! i e of cn: 
or any other Kindꝰ ho ihn 
Whether, for this Rendbn, it be not aui 
that Divines ſhotd exhort Perfons, thus to pre- 
pare themſelves for that Ordinance, and extend 


their Directions for Self- Examination, ſo as to 
take in all Things which 1 the ved 


of Receiving ? n 0 
Whether the Benefits whick pov 8 desert 


bed, as reſulting from the Nature of this Duty, 
can otherwiſe ariſe from it, than hy the Com- 
municants inner mf — in — a inn 
2 — mg eG 
The eramining 
largeſt 


judging our bros i in n 
Senſe of Se Word, St. Paul, as ge- 
nerally a neceſſary Pre for che worthy 
Recoivingof the Lord's Supper, is well-known 
to have been the current Doctrine of Divines, 
both at home and abroad, ever ſince the Refor- 
mation. Even Crellius, the famous Socinian 
Writer, conſiders the Precept in that Extent, and 
Pre before his Readers the particular Rules of 
aration for their eating and drink ing wor- 
thily. Slichtingius, another Socinian Writer, inter- 
7 St. Pauls Text with the ſame Latitude; + 
b does r e 1 . the Dutch Re- 
monſtrant 


1991 
| ; 


1 e ei Lib; 3 cap. 10. | 
- + Slichtingias in loc. Seipſum aligrater examinet, an V. 
um Chriſtiano bomine. dignam agat, an mores & facta ſua 
cum præceptis Chriſti congtuant, an nihil in ſe ab hoc 
Nero rita diſerepaus fit? Et poſtquam — quilq; 
probarerit tam.demum ex hoc pane edat. 
I | Preipeovius in loc. Monitum perneceſſirium ſubjungit, 
ne ad tam ſanctum negotium niſi explorata penitus & excuſls 
* noſtra * quaſi mundato N 


” 
1 "1 
1 - 
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monſtrant lays down the ſame Rules with Chet. 
| tins. || So far were theſe Wriers' from labouring 
to convince Chriſtians that they might be wor4by 
Partakers according to the Meaning of 2; who 
wichout any of thoſe Preparations. | 
I The Superſtition! you ſeem chieſſy to we 
aimed at in this Work, has been guarded againſt 
by the late learned Dr. Clarke m ſo juſt, 'fo 
clear, ſo diſtinct a manner, and yet in ſo very 
few Words, that I cannot forbear reciting them: 
oy Though it becomes. us highly upon every 
.** ſolemn Occaſion to trim our Lamps, to ſer 
our Garments in order, to excite our moſt 
c affectionate Devotion, to lay aſide for the 
e preſent all ſecular and worldly Thoughts, 
and to examine more ſtrictly and ularly 
into the State and Diſpoſition of our Souls, 
as Time and Opportunity dic. "withour 
* anxious and ſuperſtitious Sollicitudez yet 
<< where this is by any Accident prevented, good 
Mien are by the habitual Courſe of a virtuous 
Lite in a continual, general Preparation, 
and may at all Times as ſafely communicate 
& without Scruple, as it is certain, that a vici - 
* and debauched Perſon can at no time be fit 
*© todo it by any formal ane a few 
v6 Sic e 91 
C 


- Limborch. in Theol. Chy. 

Serm. Vol. IV. Pag. 194. Archbiſhop Tillotſon in his 
Perſuafive to frequent Communion to the fame Purpoſe. © Tt 
« js very true that none but thoſe who do heartily embrace the 
*- Chriſtian Religion, and are fincerely reſol ved to frame their 
Lives according to the holy Rules and Precepts of it, 
«© are fit to communicate in this ſolemn Acknowledgment 
% and Profeſſion of it. So that it's a Practice very much to 
* be countenanced and encorraged, becauſe it's of great Uſe 
for Chriſtians, by way of Preparation for the Sacrament, 
— $2 LN i Ii 
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It has been the great Support and Comfort of 
all good Chriſtians, that our Saviour has pro- 
miſed to be with his Church to the End of Time; 
and that he is by his Spirit preſent in all their 
Aſſemblies. I take not upon me to ſay that you 
think xhis is all Preſumption and Deluſion, but 
this I muſt aſfirm, that you ſeem willing to a- 
bate their Confidence: The Promiſe of Chriſt's 
Kiheing in the midſt of us, as far as it relates to 
$$ 

* 


Cbriſtians of later Ages, belongs to our aſſembling 
5 | 1 5 | | wo T m 


ee bability the Apoſtle here intended; I mean, to examine our 
4 Lives, and che Actions of them, in order to a ſincere 
« þ tance of all our Errors and Miſcarriages, and to fix 
* us in the ſteady Purpoſe and Reſolution 15 better Life ; 

« particularly when we expect to have the Forgiveneſs of our 
„Sins fezled to us, we ſhould lay aſide all Enmity and 
Thoughts of Revenge, and heartily forgive thoſe that 
« have offended us, and put in practice that univerſal Love 
and Charity, which is repreſented to us by this holy Com- 
* munion. —— Becauſe the examining ourſelves is a Thing 
« ſo very uſeful, and the Time which Men are wont to ſet 
« apart for their Preparation for the Sacrament, is ſo advan- 
„ tageous an Oppartunity for the Practice of it; therefore 1 
„ cannot but very much commend thoſe who take this Oc- 
4 cafion to ſearch and try their Ways, and call themſelves 
to a more ſelemn Account of their Actions, becauſe this 
„ ought to be done ſome Time, and I know no fitter Time 
for it than this. And perhaps ſome would never find 
time to tecollect themſelves, and to take the Condition of 
<< their Souls into ſerious Confideration, were it not upon this 


* ſolemn Occaſion. The Sum of what I have ſaid is this, 


«© that ſuppoſing a Perſon to be habitually prepared by a re- 
<< ligious Diſpoſition of Mind, and the general Courſe of a 
«+ good Life, this more ſolemn a4ua/ Preparation is not a/- 
«© mays neceſſary. And it's better when there's an Oppor- 
<< tunity to receive without it, than not to receive at all; 
% but the greater our actua! Preparation is, the better. For 
«© no Man can examine himſelf too often, and underſtand 
„ the State of his Soul too well, and exerciſe Repentance, 
and renew the Reſolutions of a good Life too frequently. 
And there is perhaps no fitter Opportunity for the doing 
all this, than when we approach the Lord's Table: There 
to commemorate; his Death, and renew our Covenant with 


bim, to live as becomes the Goſpel.” 


— * 
* 
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in his Name. Theſe are your Words.“ Can 

any one judge by this, whether you are of Opi- 
nion that it belongs to Chriſtians of the preſent 
Age or not? Did it not become you to have ex- 
plained how far you thought it did belong to 
them, and what Expectation a Chriſtian may 
now reaſonably form? Pray, Sir, bear with mo 
if I aſk the Meaning of the following Paſſage of 
your Book? f What reaſonable Creature wau'd 
not be content with Benefits of bis Fort (i. e. 
ſuch as in tbe Nature of the Thing itſelf are implied 
in this. Rite of the holy Supper, or reſult from it) 
which are always of ſubſtantial and laſting 
Service, without fancying to himſelf Privile- 
ges, Communications, | or Impreſſions from above 
of another Sort, never expreſ/ly promiſed to this 
© Duty.“ You have for many Pages together 
before this been labouring to prove, that it has 
not pleaſed God to annex any Promiſe of his Spi- 
rit to this Duty in expre/s Words. Do you in- 
tend then to exclude all Communications of God's 
Spirit from this Ordinance? Is it to be thought 
that God has appointed Means for our Improve- 
ment in all Holineſs of Life, and will not grant 


= * 


us the Aſſiſtance of his Spirit, the Sanctiſer, in 
the Uſe, of thoſe, Means? If a Perſon worthily 
partakes of this divine Inſtitution through the 
Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, (and it mult be thro? 
that alone that he can worthily partake of it) 
will not further Communications of the ſame Spi- 
rit be granted? Did not our Saviour add to the 
Parable of the Talents that remarkable Say ing, 
To him. that bath ſhall be given, and be ſhall have 

more Abundance, i. e. to him that improves the 
Ali ſtance already granted, ſhall more be given 

as a Reward of his bee Give me leave to 


r * | add 
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80 1 muſt depart, yet the holy Ghoſt whom. I 


| "Tas = 2 
Add here the Sentiments of the late learned Dr. 


Clarke, Who, I believe, was ſeldom condemned 


- for want of a ſufficient Latitude in his Way of 


l all publick Devotions, being 


thinking. 


* Ordinances of God's on Appointment as 


* „ Means and Inſtruments of Religion, have ſtill 

A greater Aſſurance of God's Blefing attend- 

them; how much more in this moſt” ſolemn of 

s Aftions,” in this great Commemo- 
oY. ration of the Sacrifice of the Death of Chriſt, 

&« js it reaſonable to believe that pious and well 


2 diſpoſed Minds are, by the Aſiftance of the Spi. 


he? rit of God, which delights to dwell in heaven- 
and devour Hearts, improved in all reli- 

&* gjous Affections, and ſtrengthened unto the 

«© acceptable Obedience of a holy Life? *? + 
2 in, Is it not evidently a great and in- 
ble Benefit, if through the Aſhſtance of the 

* 8585 it of Gad, annexed not to the material E- 
5 en or to the outward Action, but to 


<< the Ordinance partaken of by truly devout and 


well diſpoſed Minds, their Faith in God. be 


* jncreaſed, their Hope and Truſt in him be 
* ftrengthened, Sc. Once more, Thoſe 
Gifts of the Spirit, in which confiſts the Re- 
e newal of the Mind of Man, and which are 
«the Springs of all Virtues, which, make us 
like unto God; theſe are to continue through all 
* Ager, and are ſo much. more excellent and 
« more defirable than the former, as the End 
„ig better and tore excellent than the 

«© Means.“ And thoſe Words of our Savi- 


our, 'Mat.xxviii. 20, La, Tam with you alway; 


fo” the End of the World, he paraphraſes thus: 


« will 


Serm. Vol. IV. 5. 187. | Serm, Vol. IV. 5. 1 
Anne 1. ol IV. 4 185. 


FAI 
e will. ſend ſhall always be with you, and guid⸗ 
<« and aſſiſt you and your Succefſors to the End of 
cc the World. | 
You will not allow the Communion to be 4 Re- 
newal of "the new Covenant on our Part, or, the 
Seal of it on God's Part; and yet, Sir, what you 
do allow, fully amounts to the Senſe of both. 
You inſiſt upon it, that the Word Renewal im- 
plies in it a preceding Breach of the whole Cove- 
nant which we had entred into. For my own part, 
I always thought that to renew a Promiſe and to 
repeat a Promiſe had ſignified one and the ſame 
Thing; that if I ſhould ſay to a Perſon, I 
&« have formerly made you ſuch a Promiſe, and. 
L aſſure you that I intend to perform it, and 
de to that End I now renew it, or repeat it to. 
66 vou; that either of theſe Expreſſions had 
been proper. However, I ſuppoſe no one will 
differ with you about the Uſe of a Word; you 
are doubtleſs at Liberty to aſſign what Ideas you 
Pleaſe to your own Words; but, on the other 
hand, I think you ought to act by the fame 
Rule, and not — * the Uſe, of Words a Ground 
of differing from others in thoſe Things of which 
they have plainly the ſame Ideas wich yourſelf. 
You ſay, . 2» This Rite duly performed is the 
< Profeſſion of our own Relation to Chriſt, 
and Obligation, to obey all his Laws ;” and 
« + receiving the Sacrament is the Performance 
* of a religious Ceremony peculiar to the Chri- 
<< ſtian Religion, and the virtual owning ourſelves 
4 by this Action under all the Obligations belonging to 
* that Religion.” Conſequently it is the pro- 
feſſing and acknowledging ourſelves under our 
baptiſmal Obligations, it is the renewing, or, if 
you chuſe that Word rather, the repeating the 
D 2 Promiſes 


1 In Loc. * Pag. 116, + Pag. 189. 
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omiſes we made at our Baptiſm. I am very 


much afraid, Sir, that you have dropped Bap- 


tiſm wholly out of your Scheme, look upon it 
as Rite that was not deſign'd for a Continuance 
in che Chriſtian Church, and therefore of no ſig- 
nificancy in the preſent Age. For I am very 
ſire you muſt have ſeen ſo plain and obvious a 

Conſequence as this. But notwithſtanding this 
Conſequence, ſo eaſy, ſo familiar, and which 
could not but be thought on, you deny the 
Lord's Supper to be a' Federal or Covenanting 
Rite : It is, you own, the profe/ſing our own Re- 
lation to Chriſt, and Obligation to obey all bis Laws ; 
conſequently it is the profeſſing that we are his 
covenanted Servants. Does this Profeſſion of 
ours imply a Promiſe? Yes, you ſay, + we *. 
bereby obliged as truly, as by an Oath, to all the 
Prattice becoming Chriſtians. Again, the vary A 
Sion itſelf is owning dur ſelves under all the Obliga- 
tions belonging to the Chriſtian Religion. Are we 
then under Covenant Bonds, or are we not? 
Poſſibly if we are not under Covenant by Bap- 
tiſm, we may be under this Engagement ſome 


ther Way. Yes, the New Covenant, you ſay, 


is * accepted and entred into 0 every Man 

te perſonally on his own Part, at the inſtant of 
*© hisfirftſincerely beheving in Chriſt, and profeſ- 
„ fing himſelf his Diſciple.'* Well then, you do 


allow that at leaſt all Tincere Believers, who are 


Profeſſors, ate under Covenant Obligations. 
When 7hey receive the Sacrament then, what do 
they do? Own themſelves under Covehant, they 


T ſalemnly acknowledge and recognize the Obligations 
of this Covenant. I hope then to er at leaſt, 


it is a Falera or Covenanting Rite. - 
. | You 

x Pay 170, 171. t pag. 188. Pag. 170. 
+ b. 168. Sin ot >To 
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Tou tell us, If the Lord's Supper ſueceed 
jn the Place of the Paſſover, this will help to 
<5 ſhew that it cannot be a Fœderal or Cove-- 
** nanting Rite,“ whereas from this it is mani- 
feſtly prov*d to be ſo. The paſchal Supper (you 
well know, however you come now to conceal 
that from your Reader) was a Feaſt upon a Sa- 
crifice. Both Fetus and Heathens in feaſting up- 
on Sacrifices declar'd, vow'd and covenanted, 
that they wou'd be each the Servant of that God, 
to whom the Sacrifice they fed upon had been 
offered, and profeſſed that they ought to be ſo 
ſlain, as the ſacrificed Beaſt was, if ever they 
deſerted his Service. And is not the holy Com- 
munion a Feaſt upon the Memorials of the great 
Chriſtian Sacrifice typified by the paſchal Lamb? 
It's true, we cannot feaſt upon the Sacrifice it 
felf, but we feaſt upon thoſe Things which natu- 
rally repreſent it, were inſtituted to that End, 

and ſubſtituted in its room. This therefore 
has moſt plainly the Nature of a Feaſt upon a 
Sacrifice, and ſucceeds the Jewiſb Feaſts upon 
their Sacrifices. If they were Fcœderal or Cove- . 
nanting Rites, there's no doubt to be made bur 
this is. You ſhou'd therefore, I think, have 
made «it appear beyond Contradiction, that the 

ancient Feaſts upon Sacrifices were not Federal 
Rites 3 and have confuted what Mede, Spencer, 
and other very learned Men' have wrote u 
that Subject, if you wou'd haye prov'd your 
Point. You fay, ** the Apoſtle Paul in 1 Cor. 
x. ſays not a Word of theſe Feaſts being Fœ- 
“ deral Rites.” It was a Thing ſo well known 
at that Time, there was not the leaſt Occaſion 
for a particular mentioning it. The Word 
Fellowſhip which he uſes, convey'd to them a 
perfect 


; 


- i 8 * 2 893 * P ˙ ö —— S o-, 


| Pag. 171. 


„ 


Idea of it, ſignifying che Friendſhip or 
which they hereby e with that 


Deity, to whom the Sacrifices they feaſted upon 


were offered. And I cannot think but you your 
ſelf will allow, that upon the Suppoſition of this 
Fact, the Apoſtle's Argument in this Place is 
more ſtrong and cogent. 

In deny ing the Lord's Supper to be a F cede- 


ral Rite, you oppoſe your ſelf to well nigh all 


the Divines that have ever mention'd the Subject. 


To. quote Paſſages to this Purpoſe 4 1 be 
„ The — Dr. Clarke in his Expoſition of 
the Church Catechiſm has theſe Words: By the 
<<. one (i. e. Baptiſm) we ſolemaly vam and promiſe 
ac to give our ſelves up to the Guidance of tbe 
« , Spirit of Holineſs, and to the Obedience of God's 


Commands; by the other (i. e. the Lord's 


«c Supper) we "perpetually repeat 'and ratify, con- 
rm and renew that Vow ; and lay 4 — 
ec, upon our ſelves the moſt ſolemn. Obli 
& to endeavour conſtantly with God's Aſſi — 
6 to perform it. And again ſome Pages af- 
ter, By doing this con antly and devoutly 
in Remembrance of Chriſt, and ſhewing forth 
et the Lord's Death till he come, ur rencm and 
4: confirm continually cur own part in the chriftian 
„ Covenant.* **. 

Lou admit not that the Lord's Supper i is the 
Seal of the Covenant on God's Part; I beg, Sir, 


attend a little to what you do admit, p. 131. 
„ Almighty God, on his Part, requiring and ac- 


% en D due Performance of this Part of 
72 f e 0 /ous 


2 To the — 3 Sat's ; Chriſtian Life, V. 2. Part 2. 
8  Burnei's Art. p. 266, 268. Ham. Catech. p. 167. 

iflent. Caſes, Vol. 3. 5. 116. Tillotf. Vol. 1. p. 227. 
Eimborch. The. Chr. p. 603. Stillingf. Iren. Part 2. c. 3. 


9 5, Sc. 
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Thee). 


& our Duty, does by this aſſure us, who come | 
*"to profeſs our ſelves the Diſciples of Chriſt, 


that we are in his Favour. © Or, in other 
Words, the Lord's Supper being inſtituted 
as the Memorial of his Goodneſs towards us 


in Chriſt Jeſus, may juſtly be looked upon 
s @ Token and Pledge to aſſure us of what it 


calls to our Remembrance, vix. that Gods 
*© ready to pardon and bleſs us, upon the Terms 
** propoſed by his Son, and conſequently that 
ve are received: by him as the Diſciples of 
„ Chriſt, Members of his Body the Church, 


« and Heirs of his heavenly Kingdom; in 4 


* word, as Perſons entitled to all the Happi- 


* neſſes promis'd to Chriſtians, if we be not 


£6 wanting to our ſelves in other Parts of our 
Duty.“ And, T © It may be confider'd alfo 


© 23S 2 Pleage on Chriſt's Part to aſſure us of 


all this, f. e. all the Benefits of his Body 
„ broken and blood ſhed, now called to mind 
«by theſe” outward Signs.“ Does any one mean 
more than this by faying that the Lord's Sup- 
per is a Seal? Do not they who uſe it intend to 
expreſs hereby, that it is an Aſſurance on God's 
Part, that he is ready to grant to the worthy Re- 
ceiver, who perſeveres in his Duty to the End, all 
the Bleſſings promisꝰd in the Covenant of Grace? 
Indeed you hint, p. 138. as though ſome ſhould 


have ſaid that this Communion is the aFual 


<*'partaking of all the Benefits of Chriſt's Body 
<© broken and blood ſhed.” They muſt mean it 
of all "thoſe only of which the Chriſtian is capable 
in this preſet State of Tryal. No one I ſup- 
poſe” doubts that the greateſt Bleſſings are re- 
ſerv'd fora future State. I am apt to think 2 
are few who have us'd the Word Seat, but wou 
"as 


aach P. 190, 197. 


Mien a better Security than a Sal, and therefore 
ſhou' d be the ſtronger Expreſſion of the Aſſu- 
\ ance. which is by this Ordinance given us. A 
Seal is an arbitrary Mark agreed on amongſt 


| a ) Y ** 1 
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N willingly 1 or Pledge, ., 


Pledge, * hy is generally .eſteem*d among 


Men, to denote che Confirmation of a Contract 


or r 1. e. each of the contracting Par- 


by this Mark aſſures the other that he will, 
A ce himſelf, to perform his 4 of the 


| 25 — The, holy Supper, according = by | 
on Account, is a Mark or Toten appoin 
_ Chriſt to aſure us of all the Bleſſings 3 in 


the new Covenant. And does he not b y every. 
. futance he gives us hercof oblige himſelf to a Per- 
formance? Where then is the L Dierence ? No; 
but it's the Blood of Chriſt is the Sal of the new 


Covenant.“ The word Seal, Sits. expreſſes to 
| pa the great Importance of Chriſt's Death but ve- 
. ry; imperfectiy. The new Covenant was entirely 


gy Hanes upon it, and the gracious Terms. there - 


rchas'd by it: How theſe Things are in- 
in che Notion of a Seal, I can't ſee. But 
15 5 — . — I refer to being a remarkable one, 
muſt produce it, it is p. 168. Chriſt's 


« Death... or Chris Blood, conſiderd as the 


4 Proof he voluntarily gave, that the Terms 


I 6 brought by him to Mankind from God were 
« truly what he repreſented them to be, is by a 


Figure of Speech called the Seal of the new 


Ko . + Kal And he may be ſaid to have ſeal- 


< ed it wich his Blood, as his Death was the 
© ſtrongeſt Proof he could give of the Realit 


of his on and ofhis F tat Fo. Affection towar 


Mankind. Not a word here of Expiation, | 
Satisfaction, or the Neceſſity of Chriſt's Death, 


uo mitigate the Terms, and) rocure for us the 
| * * favourable 


— 


* 


33.) 


\ 


- favourable. Allowances of the Law of Grace. 
Poſſibly theſe Things would not fo eaſily come 
into the Notion of a Seal, and therefore were o- 
mitted ; yet, ſo far as they tend to aſſung to us 
be 
thus repreſented. But pray, Sir, give me ſeave 


the Divine Favour, they might not un 


to aſk how the Blood of the burnt Offerings and 
Sacrifices was the Seal of the Law Covenant? 


For this you aſſert, p. 171. Was their Death 4 
Proof that the Terms brought by Moſes to the 
Jjraelites were truly what he repreſented them to be? 


Did the Blood of the ſlain Beaſts bear Teſti to 


the Truth of what Moſes had i aid, in order to aſſure 


the Iſraelites more undoubte 


of the Remiſſion of 
ther Sins, or of any other Benef 


nant? ® 


I muſt oun, were it not for the Seriouſneſs of 
the Subject, I ſhould ſmile to ſee you fo labo- 


_ riouſly arguing, for three or four Pages together, 


that the Lord's Supper cannot be called the Seal 
cf the. Covenant, becauſe Chriſt's Blood is the 
Seal; as though the Word Seal might not be 
metaphorically applied to more Things than one, 
when each bears the requiſite Similitude, Is the 
Word Seal any where uſed by Chriſt or his 
Apoſtles, to ſignify the Blood of Chriſt ; and is it 


appropriated by them to his Death in ſuch a 


manner as to make it unlawful to apply it to 
any. Thing elſe? Or, on the other hand, 1s it 
not an Expreſſion invented by Men uninſpired, 
who have juſt as much Reaſon to uſe it for one 
Thing, as for another, where the Likeneſs e- 


qually ſtrikes the Imagination? No; but the 


Lord's Supper, you urge, is the Remem- 
c brance of that Seal, i. e. of Chriſt's Blood 


$* ſhed long ago, and therefore cannot be the re- 


| ceiying 
2 Pag: 20, 21. 


ts of that Cove- 
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be" cedvir of the Seat = deftroys th No- F 
175 12 0 Retnembrance, 15 e his E 7 
Prelenit. Conſequentiy the Seal here e. 
annqt be preſent.” It's rue, the Blood | 


re 

90 Chrift is not itſelf ey but but is that 
ſent which is appol Chrift to repreſent 

: pref which he himſelf calls his Blood. And why 
the Bread and Wine may not be called the Seal 
of the New Covenant, for the fame Reafon that 
they are called Chriſt's Body and Blond, I cannot 


for the heart of me ſee, Nothing is more com- 
0A than to call the Repreſentatives of Things 
"$i Naines of the Thing themſelve . 

y repreſent. If then the Bread and Wine are 
2 of the Seal of the Ne Covenant, 
what forbids that they ſhould be termed the Seal? 
And fince we receive theſe by the expreſs Com- 
mand of God, why. may it 6 be faid that we 
_ Feceiye his Seal, or that God puts ta his Seal ? 
And now, Sir, I beg of you caltnly to conſi- 
der, whether the Things you have here written 
do not manifeſt too great a Piſpoſition i you to 
find fault with what has been ſaid by others 
before you. The Sacrament, it ſeems, according 
2 you, js not an Oath of Fidelity to the great 
7 of our Salvation, but we are hereby obli- 
Sed as truly as by an Oath to all the Packt be- 
an Chriſtians. It is not renewing the Cove- 
nant, but it is owning and profeſſing our ſelves to 
be under all the Ties and Obligations of out holy 
eligion. It is not a Federal Rite, but it is the 
ſolemt acknowledging and recognizi "the Covenant 
we have entred into. It is not : 9a. but it is a 
Pied. Was it not well worth the while to write 
4 5 Look to inform the World in theſe aver nice 
| DiſtinEtions? Ef pecially, when you refle& on 
what * have faid, p. 15, 16, concerning the 
3 alteren 


be ” 


+ fewer Wor and ſome more, and all plain: 


88 
different Relations which the Evange liſts 80 


f our Saviour's own Words: & Some recor 


5 * think ĩt ſ afficicat to repreſent exacily the 

tent of his e And again. Which 
5 of the two was th e very 2 is of tle 
Importance „ linge they bath, tend to .the ſame 
40 bd. and 4% n be ſame Ting. May not 


8 2 be Taid with much greater: Force-concerging 


tt an 


7 
u 
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reſſions qrappꝰd r 16 f b Writers? 
Toro NEXT, Sir, 2 
ons which revail with me = think Toi have 
= Bp; Gre Eg Articles of Wo 5 
* 


fully opened your 
1 aright, you inſinuate we 
lowing Opinions. | 


That, wo Corruption of our Nature by 
ton if any, is Wh . as to ma 4 
hat we 8 tain the enerating, fancti- 

1 of the holy « olt, before we are 


to diſcha any Duty ac tably to God: 
that it 57 3 Bag that Inf; 0 be be 
the there Was no Atonement Ars 


action or Sin made by, che Death of Chrift., 
As in the F arms of Pr rayetr you have com pos d, 
ou never mention the: arigizel. Taint or natural 
455 to Evil, and conſequently never petition, forche 
"Affiftapceof the. divine, 1 75 againſt it; ſo, you 
2 once in your Whole Work, as 1 remem 
of the holy Ghoſt as our Sandlißier, . 
Kale be Our good Deeds to his Influence. Nay, in 
many Places where one might reaſonably Any 
to find you ſaying ſomething of this Kind, 
ſeem deſignedly to omit it. Thus in the Praper 
. Which you put into the Mouth of your Commu- 
nicant, He 122, Sc. And in enumerating the 


* 


, P !. oo om» wy OR WER RUPERT a. 


before you; the 


Procce 


1 0ʃ * 153, Cc. Indeed you, 
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ace further in 05 two Places, and, as f 
| appretiend, explain the Reaſon of your Omiſſion. 
Or, p. 154. you ſay The Benefits received 
from all ſuch Performances by reaſonable 
. Creatures, cannot poſſibly be received but in 
en reafonable Way. Theſe Duties how well 
* ſdever performed cannot be ſuppoſed to ope- 
rate as Charms; nor to influence us as if we 
«were only Click work or Machines, to be acted 
% upon by the arbitrary Force of a ſuperior 
< Being.“ It's very poſſible many may enter- 
tain wrong and unbecoming Notions of the man- 
ner in which the holy Spirit operates on the hu- 
man Soul ; but is this a juſtifiable Reaſon why 
+ ſhould fo ſparingly mention his Operations? 
| Had you thought the ſanctify ing Influence of the 
— "Ghoſt an effential Part of the Chriſtian 
; Religion. > you would doubtleſs have given us 
5 our o otion of it, and inculcated it ſtrong- 
1 FR cannot therefore but conclude, that you 
Look upon it as no neceſſary Part of our Faith. 
Tou go on to fence againſt theſe miſtaken Opi- 
nions, p. 156, 35 "Ee The Lord's Supper a- 
„ mo Ae eans, helps to render us fit 
& for all ſuch Aſſiſtances as 15 proper for God 
to give to free and reaſonable Creatures.” 
And you put into the Mouth of the Communi- 
cant theſe Words, p. 123. Direct and affiſt 
me in all my Endeavouts, by all ſuch Me- 
s thods as are proper to move and aſſiſt thy 
e free and reaſonable Creatures.” And by 
this Key probably is to be explained the 
- Phraſe you ufe, p. 18 1. of ſupernatural Favours, 
and that p. 1 56. of Communications and Impre/- 
fins from above. It's a faſhionaple Thing now to 
_ exclude all Myſteries in Religion, and every 
wt. 3 we cannot comprehend, is deemed wo 


371 
that Number. For this Reaſon ſome have de 
nied all Prophecies, becauſe they cannot conceive 
how Events which depend'on the human Will; 
are knowable before they happen. For the ſame 
Reaſon, the ſanctifying Influence of the Holy 
Spirit is exploded by others; they can't under= 
ſtand how tt 1s conſiſtent with free Agency. And 
may we not as well deny all created free Agen- 
cy? Is it not as difficult to form a Notion, how 
a Being that is dependant on another for the 
Exerciſe of every Faculty, ſhould be free in his 
Operations; as that he ſhouꝰ'd be aſſiſted in the 
Exerciſe of his weakened depraved Powers, and 
yet freely exerciſe them? And where indeed 
hall we ſtop, if we will allow the Truth of no- 

thing, but what we are able to comprehend? _ 

£ Thereare other Places, Sir, in your Work, not 
a few, in which one might reaſonably have expect- 
ed, that you ſhou'd have mention'd Regenera- 
tion and Sanctification, as the Effects of God's 
holy Spirit; particularly in your Explication of 
1 Cor. xii. 13. p. 133. which takes up 9 or 10 
Pages. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into 
one Body ; whether wwe be Fews or Gentiles, whether 
ve be bond or free; and have been all made to drink 
into one Spirit: you wholly omit to explain the 
firſt Words, by one Spirit, and take no more No- 
"Tice of them than if they were not there; and this 
- notwithſtanding you profeſs, ** to conſider the 
„ Words and ae made uſe of, as well as the 
main Deſign of the Writer, in the whole Paſ- 
„ ſage to which it belongs.“ Tou mention here 
: ſome good Interpreters with whom you differ, and 
particularly the late moſt ingenious M. Locke. And 
indeed, conſidering the Opinion you had form?d 
to your ſelf, about the Fruits and Benefits of Re- 
ceiving, it nearly concern'd you to get 8 
\ , 13 


1 


ths Text, if Mr. Zxck#s Paraphraſe upon the lat 
ter Part of t, be as right as it is agreeable tothe. 
Senſeof our belt Divines. -** The Blood of Chriſt by 
fays he, which we alt partake of in the Lord's 
Supper, makes us all have one Lite, one Spi- 
<< -rit;, a8 the fame Blood diffuſed through the 
„ whale Body, eommunicates the ſame Life and 
Spirit to all che Members... 
In your Forms of Prayer, due ol' d thiak, 
mod be frequent mention made of the holy 
Spirit, at leaſt one Petition for ſo great a Gift 
in each Form ; eſpecially, finee you tell us, p. 
A, 160. that the obtaining of God's holy 
Spirit, is a Benefit which our Saviour himſelf 
has anner'd to the Duty of Prayer.“ But 

that we may not be too much diſappointed in 

nur Expectations, you add in the Place, 
Whatever the Nature and Degree of that Bene? 
* fit be, according to the different Ages of the 
Church, and the various Necefities of Chri- 
14 ſtians Accordingly we find theſe three Pe- 
itions only, wachte * mention of che Spi- 
rit bf God. 

Ae Guide neal: ries: Pooh me bu thy. Holy Hirit, 
inn my ſincere Endeavours to attain vet laſting 
% Life; p. 212. Hin. 41g. pr. 
0 — me by the Diſpoſicions of thy Provi- 
27 dence and good Spirit, to the perfect Knowledge 

and Performance of thy holy Will.“ p. 24. 
„We beſeech chee to concur with us by thy 
E merciful Providence and goud Spirit, that in the 
future Conduct of our Lives, we may better 
4 anſwer the Ends of our holy Religion, p.248. 

Ho is it poſſible your Diſciples ſhou'd un- 

| derſtand what they here pray for? You have 
warn' d them — ex nn 1 
e voy eee ee 417M 


[9] 
Impreſſi ons from above. You may poſibly 
77 you confin'd that Warning to Wk Att X 


receiving the holy Supper : But as that A# is 


always accompanied with Prayers, what need 
cou'd there be of ſuch a Caution? And why did 


you not plamly tell them, that although hep | 


were not to fanc of to themſelves Privileges, Com- 
munications and mpreſſions from above, upon ac- 
count of their Reveiving, yet they might juſtly 
| theſe, atleaſt the two laſt named, from the 
Prayers, with which their AZ of Receiving was 

? And where have you once throughour 

your whole Book, inform*d them that the Gui- 
dance and Governance of the Holy Spirit, are (ac- 
8 cording to your own Words,) ſuch Aſſiſtances as 
are proper for God to give to free and reaſonable 

Creatures z or explain'd in what manner they are 
| fo? How then does it appear to have been your 


great Aim to direft them 4 be at 


leaſt in this Inſtance of it, under the Conduct 
Under ſtandings ? as you profeſs,* 8 be 
the meaning of theſe Paſſages what they will, I 
think it's very evident, you did not deſign chem 


as Petitions for the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit a- 


gainſt the original Corruption of our e not 
only becauſe, you never once mention original 
Sin throughout your whole Work, but becauſe 
of that plain Hint given us in the beginning of 
fourth Form of Prayer,  5* I intreat the 
Pardon of whatſoever how haſt ſeen amiſs in 
* me, from the beginning of my rational Life 
* unto this Day.” And in the third Prayer, 
. to the ſame Purpoſe. 
Add to theſe Petitions your own qualifying 
. Clauſes, and what do they dwindle to? Guide 
agg govern me by thy holy Spirit, om the 
ature 


4 P. 156. be Pref. p. 303. P. 214 wo T 208. 
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Miare and Degree of this Benefit be, in the preſent .. 
Age of the Church, and my Neceſſity at this Time. 
This, I imagine, being eſteem'd an enlightened. 
and pure Age, the Neceſſity of his Direction 
and Aſſiſtance now, muſt of courſe be ſmall. 
Concur wich us by thy merciful Providence and 
good” Spirit, ſa far as the Concurrence of thy good. 
paris relates io us Chriſtians of later Mes? Little 
enough ſhou'd I be apt to conclude were I thus 
taught. This, I think, is all the mention you 
make of the holy Spirit of God, in the five Forms 
of Prayer you have compos'd ; excepting that in 
the long Form of 30 Pages, you bleſs God for 
the Evidence Chriſt gave of his Miſſion, by his 
pouring down from Heaven tbe wonderful Gifts of 
#be holy Spirits but no Acknowledgments are made 
for the Strivingsand Mations of the bleſſed Spirit, 
er any internal Aſſiſtances receiv*d from him in 
the Diſcharge. of Duty. In the Explication- of 
1 Cor. xii. 13. you have it's true this Paſſage, 
Every one of the moral Virtues is indeed re- 
F* preſented by St. Paul as the Fruit of tbe Chri- 
**-ftian Spirit; the genuine Wark and Produce 
* of Chriſtianity, in oppoſition to the Works 
of the Fleſh ;” but this only proves that you 
interpret St. Paul's Words in the Epiſtles referr*d 
to, not of the third Perſon in the ever bleſſed Tri- 
nity ; but of the Chriſtian Temper and Diſpoſi- 
tion, ſuch as is taught and inculcated in the No- 
Etrines of Chriſtianity, and what you call, p. 111. 
partaking of the good Spirit of Chriſt's Goſpel. What 
2 confirms me, that I have given a juſt 
epreſentation of your Sentiments concerning the 
Influence of God's Spirit, is a Paſſage in p. 116. 
They who embrace an, ob/cure Notion of re- 
e ceiving any other fort of cleanſing or waſhing 
from this holy Rite, ſeem to me to delude 
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1 
<« themſelves,” i. e. any other fort than what you 
have in the foregoing Words mention*d; but 
you have not in them mention*d the ſan/ifying 
race of the Holy Spirit; this therefore was in- 
tended to be excluded by you. And your de- 
ſcribing thoſe who expect it, as embracing an obſcure 
and deluſive Notion, fully authoriſes the Appli- 
cation I have made of ſome foregoing Quota- 
tions to this Subject, and the Concluſion drawn 
from them. Allow me here again to add the 
Words of the late learned Dr. Clarke, God 
„ knoweth our Enemy's Strength and our own 
*© Weakneſs, and therefore he affords us the 
** continual Aſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, to ſup- 
_ © ply our natural Want of Power.” Again, 
At Pentecoſt the Holy Ghoſt fell upon the A- 
s poltles, in à ſingular and moſt miraculous 
Manner, beyond the Examples of former 
bo Inſpirations. And by the continual Afiſtance, 
and ordinary Operations of the ſame Spirit, has 
* our Lord 'promis'd: to be with us, his true 
_ ©* Diſciples; to be in the midſt of them, when- 
ever two or three are gathered together in his 
Name, even unto the End of the World. T“ 
Again, the holy Spirit is in Scripture repre- 
ſented, as being to the Church in the Place 
*© of Chriſt, and for that very Reaſon is ſtyled 
* the' Comforter : Becauſe his proper Office is, 
in the Abſence of Chriſt,” to comfort the 
Faithful with his Gifts and Graces, with his 
<* holy Influence and Aſiſtance. ] Yer once more, 
* To thoſe who were to ſpread the Goſpel, | 
* their being baptized with the Holy Ghoſt 
** was accompanied with miraculous Gifts. But 
** when the Reaſon of theſe miraculous Opera- 
* Serm. Vol. V. 5. 201. + Serm. Vol. V. p. 354. 
I Serm. Vol. IV. p. 222 ' 
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5 tions ceaſed, yet. il euery Chriſtian is baptized 
| <« with the Holy Gboſt as well as with Water, and 
<< his internal ſanctify ing Gifts and Graces are 
to continue with us always, even unto the End 

e of the World. If any one has not receiv'd 

e rheſe Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, it may til} 

£8 < be asked him with the ſame Propriety as 
| in the Text, Unio: what then. was be Bap- 

| % give? If any Man has not in him the Spirit of 

_ «Chriſt 3; if he does not ſhew forth in his Life 

„ the Fruits of the Spirit by Works of Righ- 

0 teouſneſs and true Piety; if his Heart be not 
«« ſanttified by this Spirit of Holineſs; if his 
Mind approves not and delights not in Things 

„ ſpiritua l; if his Will obeys not the good Mo- 
nm of this divine Aſſiſter to what Pur- 

poſe then was ſuch a Perſon baptized?” j 
Tou have favour'd us with a Comment upon 
the Office of our Church for the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the holy Supper; had you done the ſame 

- with Regard to that for Infant Baptiſm, we need- 
ed not to have been at fo much Difficulty to 
learn your meaning, concerning the Operations 

© of the Holy Spirit. But to ſay the Truth, you 
have one Paſſage which in my Ap ſion 
makes full againſt the baptizing of Infants; it is 
P. 170. “ The Covenant is accepted and entered 
into by eyery Man perſonally on his own Part, 

V at the Inſtant of his firſt ſincerely believing in 

- ++. Chriſt, and profeſſing himſelf his Diſciple. Be- 

fore this, no Rite can perſonally engage him in 

_  «©-this Covenant, becauſe no one can be perſonall) 
engaged in a Religion, which he has not perſo- 
- <6 zally agreed to: Tho? he may he juſtly liable 
i Puniſhment for wilfully and unreaſonably 
I ͤ xefuſing to enter into it, when duly and _ 
eien? . y 
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* ly offered him on the part of Almighty God. 
It's very poſſible, I may miſtake your De- 
fign in this Place; but if Ido, I cannot but ſay 
it's very oddly expreſs'd. I lay the Streſs, Sir, 
upon that Aſſertion, Before this, no Rite can 
*© perſonally engage him in this Covenant; and 
the Reaſoning joined with it; both which, inmy 
pot Judgment, were entirely needleſs, and meer 
autology, if you intended to convey no other 
Idea by the words Perfonally engage, than a 
Man's engaging by his own proper Act and 
Deed. For this you had fully and clearly ex- 
preſs'd in the firſt Sentence, and there was no 
caſion for more Words to make it plainer. 
When therefore you add, Before this, no 
Rite can perſonally engage him in this Cove- 
*© nant ; becauſe no one can be perſonally enga- 
* ged ina Religion, which he has nor pon 
agreed to, you ſeem to me to have chang? 
the Senſe of the word Perſonally the two firſt 
times it here occurs, and to hint that the Rite 
of Bapriſm adminiſtred to Infants is of no Ser- 
vice.“ For if the Perſons of Infants be not en- 
| F 2 gag' d 


* What I here ſuggeſt, will eaſily be ived by ſubſtitu- 
ting the Words by his own Af and Deed, in the room of the 
Word Perſonally. ** Before this, i. e. before a Man has Per- 
*© ſonally on his own Part accepted and entered into the Co- 
«« venant, by ſincerely believing in Chriſt, and profeſſing 
+ himſelf his Diſciple, no Rite can by his own Af and Deed 
tt engage him in this Covenant; becauſe no one can by bis 
ce own At and Deed be engaged in a Religion, which he has 
* not by his own Ad and Deed agreed to. This is manifeſt- 
Iy proving a, Thing by it ſeif; and indeed how atherwiſe 

ould it be proved, for the Propoſition is ſelf-evident. It 
is as much as to ſay, before a Man by his own Act and Deed 
becomes Chriſt's Diſciple, no Rite can by his own Act 
* and Deed, make him his Diſciple, becauſe no one can by. 
© his own Act and Deed, be engaged in a Religion, which. 
* he js not by his own Act and Deed engaged in.“ But ? 

2 pe” i e 


' 
| 
| 
| 
i 


Affairs of Life; 1 luer — at In 


"LY 


in the Chriſtian Religion, it's moſt certain 
ts are not at all engaged in it, they are no 


God's covenanted People, and their 


Baptiſm uſeleſs. I ſhould rejoice to find that I 


have miſtaken your Opinion in this, and indeed 


in every other Thing I have inſiſted on. 8 
As to the nevt Article, unleſs you had in fo 
many expreſs Words ſaid, that there was no 
Atonement or Satisfaction for Sin made by the 


Death of Chriſt, you could -not have diſcovered 


your Mind in a — manner than you have 
done, p. 20, 21. where in commenting upon 
thoſe Words of our Saviour, This is my 


Blood of the new Teſtament, which is ſhed for 


many for the Remiſſion of Sins,“ you make him 
ſpeak thus, I écall the Wine my Blood of the 
„new Covenant, as it is to be drunk by you 


60 ** hereafter m remetnbrance of my Blood H e 


me in Teſtimony to the Truth of al that I have 
lared, as the the Wl or Covenant of Gd; con- 


66 * what he promiſes on his Part, and 


hat he requires all Believers to undertake on 


4 their Part. And for the ſame Reaſon, 1 ſtyle 


this Cup, or this Wine, the new Covenant in 
„ my Blood; becauſe you are hereafter thus to 
drink Wine in a religious Remembrance of 
* Ay Blood, in or e which, Aer; it ſhall 

; cc be 


the Word Perſonally , in two of theſe Places be taken to 
fignify, not by a Man's own Ad and Deed, but with Rela- 
tian to bis Perſon, or ſo far as concerns his Perſon, this Tau- 
tology is avoided. Before that a Man by his own Act and 
Deed proſeſſes himſelf Chriſt's Diſciple, no Rite can engage 

him, ſo far as concerns his Perſon; or in other Words no Rite | 
can engage his Perſon in this Covenant, ' becauſe no one's Per- 
ſon can be engagedin a Religion, which he has not by his 
own Act and Deed agreed to. The Meaning of which is, that 
no one can be Jaid under Obligation by his Tutors, Guardians 
or Parents, in Matters of Religion, as he ma ed in the civzl 

t — 


a C45] 
© he ſhed, this new Covenant will be confirmed ag 
9 ** Seal or Teſtimomy to the Truth of it; in . 
& der to aſſure jau the more undoubtedly of the Re- 
million of your Sins, ſtipulated in that Covenant, 
& upon true Repentance and Amendment.” What 
is there aſcrib'd here to our Saviour's Death, 
more than is true with Regard to that of St. Sits: 
ben, or the other Martyrs? They ſhed their 
Blood in Teſtimony to the Truth of the Golpel. 
They conſirm'd it each one by his Death, as by a 
Seal, or Teſtimony to the Truth of it; that they 


9 


— 


might aſſure all their chriſtian Brethren of the 


certain Fulfilment of its Promiſes, and parti- 


cularly of the Remiſſion of their Sins, ſtipulated in 


it upon true Repentance and Amendment. Had 
vou believ'd that Chriſt in his Death offered up 
| iraſelf a Propitiatory Sacrifice, to make A+ 
tonement. and Yariafaction for Sin to the Father, 
no doubt you wou'd have here declar'd it, an 
not have given us an Interpretation, which is ſo 
far from being peculiar to the Death of Chriſt, 
that it agrees to that of all who have laid down 
their Lives for the Truth of the Goſpel. It is 


very remarkable alſo, that in your explaining. 


the Communion Office, although you comment 
upon ſome Part of the Prayer of Conſecration, 
you artfully - lide over the Recognition made 


by our Church, That Chriſt ſuffer'd Death 


upon the Croſs for our Redemption, and 
e made there (by his one Oblation of himſelf once 
e offered) a full, perfect, and ſuſſicient Sarrifice, Ob- 
lation and Satisfaction for the Sins of the whole 
„ World.” Had theſe Wordsexpreſs'd your own 
Sentiments, you had the faireſt 49 5 pity in che 
World of declaring your entire pp of 
them, and thereby ſupplying what was want- 
ing in your foregoing Comment on our 9 


An os. * 


80 the Subject 


6 ; 


Worb. But if they do not y reſs your 
Sentiments, you ought at. leaſt to a. dro 


ed your Dif iptes in what manner they ſhould 
mould and faſhion them ; or what * Words 
ſhould be uſed in the room of them. In fine, 


Death of Chriſt as repreſented to us in the Lord's 
Supper, lead you frequently to acquaint your 
Reader with the Benefits we receive by his Death: 
But where have you once put him in mind that 
- rhe Satisfafion thereby made to God for his Sins, 
z one of the Benefits that he is to remember? In 
how many Places have you induſtrioufly avoided 
it? In all the Forms of Prayer you have drawn 
up, Where is this Benefit once taken notice of? 
or where have you once mentioned the Merits, 
Mediation,” ot Interceſſion of Chrift, or aſk*d any 
one Thing for his Sake? You have attempted to 
| 7672 the late Dr. Clarke more than once in this 
Work ; give me leave to add his Sentiments on 
17 14 Subject, that if you think fit you may 
1 the Pleaſure alſo to confute him in the next. 
Fo Sacrifice of the Death of Chriſt (which is 
the Foundation of God's accepting Repentance 
44 conf ently with the Honour of his divine Laws) 
« was ineſtimably the greateſt Bleſſing that ever 
it was conferred on the Sons of Men; yea, the 
bo Fountain and Spring, the original Pound ation of 
© all other Bleſlings 2 Again, “ Which (re- 
« ferring to ſeveral foregoing Scripture Ex- 
7 9 Which) do all plainly ſignify t that 

1 Bk by his Death, and the ſhedding of his 
4 moſt precious Blood, has made full and fufi- 
£ cient Satisfaction to the Fuſtice of God for the Sins 
« kay whole World, that is, for as many as 
L out of the World lee unto him, and 
"FR TH ſubmit 


| 5 . Vol. IV: 5. 122. 


- Matter of your Book being the _ 


Fel 


«4 ſubmit themſelves to che Terms of the New 


«© Covenant, whereof he is Mediator f“ A 


gain, *The Son of God, in order to the effectua!l 
* 


xpiation of Sin, ſuffered in the Sinner's ſtead, 
*© and by bearing the Wrath of God for us, made a 
- ©. perfect Atonement for the Sins. of all true Pem- 


* ents.” | Once more, To ſay that Chriſt 
<< died for our Adyantage, but not in our ſtead 


that his Death was not properly a Sacrifice for 
© Sin, but merely a Teſtimony to his Doftring, 
«and an Example to encourage us to ſuffer Per- 


4 ſecution chearfully for the Will of God, is 


* really to diminiſh from the Grace and Mercy 


<« of God, and from that exceeding Love f 
Me 


* © our Saviour to Mankind, which the Apoſth 
« extolls principally from this ve dera- 
tion, that he laid down his Life for us, or in 
« our Stead.” * | * 2555 


Thus have I laid before you thoſe Things 


- which give me but too much ground to conclude 
that you have departed from the common Faith, 
in ſeveral eſſential Articles of our holy Religion. 


And had it been a perſonal Matter only, I ſhou'd 


have left it wholly to God and your own Con- 
ſcience , without giving . myſelf or you this 
Trouble. Nay, had you, like a fair Adverſary, 
produced your Arguments, and openly attack'd 
theſe Articles of Chriſtianity, I am perſuaded f 
| ſhould have left the Defence of them to ſome a- 
bler Hand. But when upon a diligent View and 
Review of your Work, it appeared plainly to 
me that you artfully. inſinuated your peculiar Te- 
nets, and that theſe being convey'd in a Book 
wrote on ſo practical a Subject, as that of the 
holy Supper, might ſpread the wider and 8 

| | | 2 
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ö FIAT I thou glit it my 8 


ble Duty to loſe no 5 in be. them 18 
0 World, and gi our Readers 
arning in what Manner they Peruſe your 


Inftruions. | 
- ,; Another Peculiarity of yours is," that Excom- 
_ munication is Thing utterly impracticable in 
ide preſent A BE for ſo much you ſeem plainly 
tc hint in thoſe Words, p. 89. And in Tim 
© and Places where this can be certainly jodg d 
_ of, and the Rule put in Practice without Pre- 
2 "6c Fare! to any Perſons who ought not to ſuffer 
by it, it may be a very e Pi 
mot ynhappy People we Chriſtians of this Age, 
forſaken of Chriſt 225 the holy Spirit, at leaſt to 
a great Degree! Forfaken alſo of all co 
"Underſtanding, that we are not able to determine 
who are feardalouſly and notoriouſly immeral in the 
| 'babitual and open Conduct of thei Lives! For of 
uch Perfons it is you interpret this Rule your- 
Telf, thofe art your own Words. And ſhould 
we be able to make a certain Judgment who are 
Seandahuſly and notoricufly immorat, yet it ſeems 
we cannot exclude them the Communion: without 
"Prejudice to other Perfons, who ought ot 10 ſuffer by 
1. And will it not be the Caſe: as long as the 
World ſtands, that one muſt ſuffer by another 
1 D ph Sid, both from the natural Conſequence 
Aud penal Effect of it? Who can help it? Muſt 


ed in 2 40 Execution? No Ln You tell 
bY 9 at the Apoſtle Paul commands 
LY Arian to put pid from "amongſt 


F "6c them a very wicked Man, whom he com- 
. pates to Teaven, becauſe be might corrupt * 

1 t of the Society 3 and then immediately e 
8 chat hey Dodldbe an es 


un- 


| 2 the Laws of God of the King be fuf- 


© 


twl 


ene to the pas 3 
ſolick Limes? I it not as defirable that he 


n T HM an ens 
ores uncortupted Lump or Maſs, as it was then? 

And may not Excommunication be practiſed now 
without Prejudice ts any Perſiu that oughii not is 


ſuffer. Ms 46 well and [cally as then When 


you ſhall be pleaſed to favout us With yourRea+ 
ſons to the contfary, we ſhall better undetſtand 


580 Ia the mean time bear with me; if Ladd 
here the Opinion of the late Dr. Clarte. Chri- 


+ ſtian Diſcipline ought tos feperate:Petfons of 2 
* vicious and debauched Life from che Cont 
©* mumian of Saints, as their own Conſcience ſe- 
„ paratesthemfrom- the Hope of Heaven. * 

| of the preſent Lord Biſhop 
of Winehefter, I feat he will ünd it hatd to 
n 


And the 


prove it to be conſiſtent with the Duty 
* good/Clergyman (i. e. not to exclude a Perſon 


„the Communion unleſs his Sin be an Offence ti 
e the Congregation ) for ſuppoſing him tokiiow 


© certainly that a Perſon is an Unbeliever, or 
«© Þabitually engaged in 4 Courſe of Sin, utterly for: 
*© bid and condemned in the Goſpel z will this 
_ « qultity him in owning this Perſon as a Chriſtian 
it for the-Commuhion, merely becauſe the Coll 
'Y giegation happens to. know nothing of this? 

Let the Dean try to reconcile this with Truth 
e and Chriſtianity, remembtiug that every Cler- 


„ gyman has & private Conſcience to be ſatisfied 


* with his. own private Conduct. The common 
Rights of -Subje&?s defended, and the Nature of thi 
Sucramental Teft n. p- 29. 1 


© derm. Vol. IV. 896 2 1 » 


| What 


Re” IPL 


done 
ile Rigbrr f 
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erntion of che Elements, has 
Offence. Some Perſons hence judge that y 2 

ver to the Scheme of the Ruthor who 
' the Chriſtian Cburcb. — 4 
have bit u. 
not with che ame 
Vieh. His words ate, „ Does not jetty one, a 
ell as the Miniſter, 


Wendy falls e 


equally apply the Bread 
_ $1gtid-the Wine to che me holy In ſpiritual 
Db Le, in commemorating the Benefits received 
n our Saviour; and in ofeving up” {be ſame | 
and defiring the ſume Bleffin 
dend whoever does this with a due Atplication 
ee Mind, rlghtly confecrates the Elements for 
if; ſince 2 the only Conferrativn' they 
0 Your werds are, f The 
4 Prayer of Conſecration is ſo frani'd, that the 
whole Cingrazation 8 nin in the one 
{only Petition in it. 3 again, 0 is 
S of the and 
8 to the ſerious and religious Remem- 
t brance of Chriſt. le M if I may uſe 


| d e Word, a ſort of Conſccralion of 5 
which is the Duty of every Cummunicant him- 


8 ſelf; and without which allother Conſetc ration 
**.that- have before will do him no ſer- 


e yjceat all. It is be alen, who muſt by his 


f* on inward- t and application of bi 


. Mind to . of e To 


f*-'this Bread and this Wine different to Beef 
te from Bread and Wine taken at A common 
45: Meal.“ . Herein I have been your Advocate; 


5 and ſaid that it's yery poſſible theſe Expreſfions 


* be made uſe of by you, though you do 
"PR 
uy Rich if the r Churthy N ie. 
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wete apprehenſive ſome Perſons may have ſuper- 
ftitiouſly placed tod great a Confidence in the 
Miniſter's Part of the Performance, aspoſlibly. 
ſome may have done i but I cannot bring my ſelt 
to think, without further Grounds than this, that 
either you eſteem not the Office of the Miniſtry, 
to be of divine Inſtitution, or that you de nog, 
believe that the Bleſſing of God is ordinarily tq 
be expected in che 'way of his wn appointing, 


However, upon this Occaſion I cannot but ob. 


ſerve two things, The one is, that Dr. Stilling-, 


fleet in his Tric, (a Book of the greateſt La. 
titude that he ever wrote) urges the. Perpetuity | 
of the Inſtitution of the Lord's Supper, as a 


Medium to prove, the Perpetuity of a Chriſtian 


Miniſtry 3 don this Foundation, that it could be 
adminiſtred by no other hand. His Words are 
very remarkable, The Lord's Supper is ap- 


* 


t pointer to ſet forth the Lord's Death till he cume, 
whereby the Continuance of it in the Church 


te of is neceſſarily implied. Now then if 
* theſe things, which are the proper Objects of 
cc 


&* Function to which it be{ergs to adminiſter theſe 


*  * things, muſt be ge fe Nature.” The 
ther thing I wopld; obſerve is, That the firſt 
Writer (as far as! Know.) who maintain'd the 2 


contrary Doctrine ig our Time,” was Dr. Tyndal, 


* 


in his famous Book pf ibe Rights of the Cbriſtian 
A Wc” "22 * | 


Church. '- | 


Tou cannot, I think, blame me for having 


thus addreſſed myſelf to you, and laying 


before 


EF 


we c 
not entertain tat Opinion, to ſupport and defe 
Which the like Expreſſions are uſed in the Rights 
of the Cbriſtian Church. They convince me vou | 
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e the miniſterial Function, be of a perpetyal 
Nature, it neceflarily follows, that that 
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efore, the World . en be 
SF your Bock; von can 
less do it, becauſe of che vthority. of . that, 
Fi Name to. whom it, is attributed by che 
, k which, if it indeed. have the Tens 
cy I fear, müſt not 4 fittle promote * 
F it. 15 hope Lhave let nothing fall 
9 Ma 17 5 er N 2 Fe 
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